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INHABITANTS 


Of the Parisn of 


CHRESHALL, 


Eſpecially thoſe of the Separation. | 


Dear Brethren and Neighbours, 
HE Relation 1 now bear to you, makes 


' Occaſion, both to the ſound and to the 


ſtray part of you my Flock. To 3 my * : 
rch, in . 


tbren, in the 5 of 
0 place, that you be not A Aba with 


Wind of Doctrine by the Slight of Men; 


2 ave the bappineſs to live in a Church that 

adheres to, and contends for, the Faith once 

delivered to the Saints A and bath preſerv d the 
2 . 


Unity 


it my e my ſelf on this 
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Po 


* 
— <-— — — . ————— 
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. bes | SE L iv 1 „ 
5 | Unity of Government by a Succeſhon of Biſhops in 
8 1 MErutriny bye ſun Bien 
| . and for your aſſiſtance in tbe 
Duties of Religion, there are no means wanting. 
Zou have a pure Form of Worſhip, where all 
Virtues 5 into our —ů 5 all Graces 
- are | 5 Our very a 4 are inſtru- | 
ive, rt Word of God ＋ read for our 
Information, and explained for our Uſe, Here we 
may certainly he ſaved, but then we muſt work 
gut our Salvation with fear and trembling. 
Ani therefore, 2 one well obfervts, if theſe Terms 
will not ſatisfy us, we may go to other Churches, 
where we ſhall be promis d better, and fare worſe : 
And after we have flatter'd ourſelves with a little 
33 Confidence, it will end in the Character 
Ephraim, he feedeth on Wind“. But! F 
| 15 God, you will give no heed to Seducers, 
and never 2 your ſelves to be decoyed; on any 
account, into the Tents of Schiſm. 
To you, my Brethren, of the W ; 
the next place, I addreſs my felf ;, lis for 1 
ſakes chiefly that I have drawn up the following 
Remarks. Had our good Neighbour, Mr. Nicholls, 
and as he calls him If your Paſtor, or at leafs to 
= of Rs „ Confined bis Dadtrine within the 
Meeting-Houſe, he might have preach- 
8 == vn ny any 22 notice taken of it by me; 
= _ commenced Author in the urs, 5:4 of 
mobo 4 in order to imprint and fix deeper in your 
ſome, as he apprehends, Goſpel Truths; 
zur which are really unſcri yea anti 
ſcriptural Nations ; be takes upon him to ſcare you 
from returning to the Communion of the Church, 


\ 


Yak Rnd nd a th 


* Hol, Xii. 1. 
| eccording 


1 
* bound Du ß Peril o 
\ etermal 2 Na, be *. this, 


that your Children maſt mot be beſtowed owe 


of the Cong bs eyes way, becauſe this would 
lay them un tion early to turn 
Apoſtares from God 2 3 which very Cau- 
tion /avonrs a litile of what he reckons Arminia- 
niſm : For there is no Fear of their turning Apo- 
Rates if they are in the Decree of Abſolute Elec- 
tron, if not, marry them to whom you will, you 
rannot belp ir. No bebe, es, ways, Mr. N. 
means the Congregationa 


gui your ſelvrs from the Church of England, 
that can ſo much as pretend to the leaſt Fool ſte ps 
in the word of God. Let your ſuppoſed Paſtor 
undertake, if be can, the — of bis Miſſi- 
on, and not trouble you with bis Foundation 
Points, that none of you (except one) are capable 
of underſtanding, or able to fathom. They may 
amnſe you, and Mr. N. might have taken this Li- 
berty with you, as much,” and as long as be pleaſed, 
provided be bad not laid out bis Talent 10 the 
diſturbance of his Neighbours. 
dare ſay, the good Man did his beſt, and 

tobere it is not to be bad, it muſt be forgiven. If 
any one, who is a perfe? Stranger to Acade- 
mical and Liberal Education, will venture out 
of his Road, to lay hold o 7. Meta phy ſicks, they 
cm muniy prove edge Tools in bis — and cut 
the Dr uſe them. A 4 


Nezizhbour, I do reſpett Mr. N. but as a Sower 


of Tares, in 4 Pariſh under my Care, the law- 


ful Sh-pherd can't in Duty bear with this ; lat 


thinks himſelf obliged to give warning, and remon- 
firate againſt it. And tho Mr. N. fays be in- 


way 3 and yet ibere 
Þ it thing by which you divide Hin- 


tends 


0 1 
. L vi 1 
tends no Reply; yet be muſt not imagine to gi 
the blow, — 4 off without — 
Neither ought he, according to his own Doctrine, 
to take it amiſs, that Remarks are by me made 
upon his Book. For if from all Eternity he was 
fore-ordained to write it, ſo was I to anſwer it; 
and accordingly neither of us can be blamed, bau- 
ing no Freedom of Will, 2 do otherwiſe. 
. 4 am told, that one of the chiefeſt Arts. your 
Leaders make uſe of, to keep their People faſt 10 
their Communion is firſt their new invented Cove- 
nant, which would prove as uſeleſs as it is un- 
ſcriptural, if all the ſtray Sheep folded with it 
were returned io their Lawful and Proper She 
herds; for every congregational Church in the 
Kingdom would then quickly become Inviſible. . 2dly, 
To bar up the Minds of their People againſt all 
ways of being undeceived, and if they do but light 
upon @ Book that reflects upon their new Schemes, 
it is immediately wreſted out of their hands, and 
they are frighted E peruſing of it. If Mr. N. 
doth ſo by you, he may fairly ſhake hands with 
.the Papiſts. But TI bope you will be ſo hardy 
as notwithſtanding his frightful Tales, either from 
the Pulpit, or elſewhere, to examine and judge 
impartially what I have charitably undertaken 
for your ſakes : But if any of you, be under the 
abſolute Decree of Obſtinacy, I can't belp it, 
you muſt remain where you are. The Meeting being 
the only Hoſpital, I know of, for ſuch Incurables. 
But permit me, my Brethren, to have ſome pit 
and compaſſion upon your deplorable Caſe, and 
not reckon your lawful Paſtor your Enemy, be- 


cauſe he tells you the Truth. Your Leaders run 

before they are ſent, and ſuch have no lawful Call 

to the Congregation, Ordinary or + 
W 


TE Pugs 


EA COEUR wn) EP © 


whoſe own the Shee 


x rg x 2 


over the Di 
Tt — tis impoſſible to 22 the 
Scripture; all the Texts, upon the faces 
Strength of which your Leaders are above Meaſure 


He 


ming, do rather make againſt, than for it. 
Independant Church-way agreeth neither to. 


Scripture, to Antiquity, nor 10 Reaſon, and 
therefore is none of God's way. Theſe, you will 
ſay, are but bare Aſſertions: They are no more 
at preſent ; but when ever your Plea to the con- 
trary is produced, I think I can turn them into 
Demonſtrations. Can you be the Friends of 
Chriſt? and not do that which be commands. 
And yet the Lord's Prayer is not uſed, ſo far as 
1 wot learn in any of your Congregations, Can 
elt Forms _ Prayer in the publick Wor- 
ſhip ip of God, m—_ take up with your Preach- 
es 1 to you is un a Form, 
and 2 — be And 
is it more reaſonable to take up with bl Form, 
than with the, well digeſted Forms of the Church: 
dare you preſume to take the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper from, and ſuffer your Children to 
be baptized by Perſons, who were never impowered 
with God's Commiſſion to perform it, By doing ſo, 
call to mind, that the Time is now come that 
Men will not endure ſound: Doctrine, heaping 
to themſelves Teachers having itching ears F. 
J am perſwaded that the Truth I would 2 
in the following Remarks would go a great way to 
clear Chrifiani from the Contempt thrown upon 
it, 'by our modern Infidels, pa. with a Foy 


* John x, 12, + 2 Tim. iv, 3. 


"ON 


— —— 
K * " 


during 
' Foundations of 2 Poa = Faith or and. 
Arn 10 rejet ſpel. Mr. N- 

: aa the Darke 


- thor, but the Argument. But this I muſt, now 


 wighty Cad to beal all our. Diuiſom. 8 Prayis 


x vii 9 
"WU EI rig ts Mics 


would be better employed ag 

F Tnfidelity, than in e what - be calls 
oundation Paints, - which-are only Problematical 
Propoſitions, which ought is be confined io the Schuss 
He bas I own drawn.me into the Combate, by pubs 


kbing bis 2 and Aſperhing them in 4 
IS my Care. And tua not Gabe es 


Dut n 


there be any ſeeming Severity in my Remarks, 
I declare I did — thereby deſign 2 expoſe the Aus 


that it is madd poblich ſubmit, to the Render, @þ 


be Candidor Clamorous, as either Fancy or Pres 
judice will incline him. My Heart's defire is ts 


perſwade 7ophet to dwell in the Tents of Sem. 
Aud therefore “ I beſecch you, Brethren, in the 
Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that —— all 
if ** _ thing, 5 that — : 

s amongſt you, that ye | 
joined together, in the ſame Mind, and 4 
the fame ] And T humbly beſeech . 


WIL bout ce 
n 18 % 10, 


Dear Brethren and Neighbours, 
8 Wur Lavful Paſtor, 
And Faithful Servant in Chriſt, 
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44 05 £ 119426 oft! bd em 0 aide dtn ; 
nod word Grace property fg 
my nihes Favour, Mercy, an Goodneſs, 


in a /overaign, or ſuperior, remit- 
ing ſomewhat of his: own .right, 
or conferring ſontewhat beneficial 
CESS Don. others, freely and without 
why obligation of debt; and becauſe this may 
e done after various manners, and in a great 
diverſity of inſtances, hence, ſays RE Di- 
vine, the word Crace in ſcripture is accerdingly 
applied in a proportionable diverſity of ſignifi- 
cations; yet Mr. Nicholls, intending to treat of 
Divine Grace, ſets out with a plain. begging of 
the queſtion, The ſpring of ſalvation, by "Col 
725 cannot be yet (ſays he) found any where fark 
n 


"an eternal aft of God's 3 will : * to 


1 


0:4 T7 


finners purely by grace, muſt oo frew tha 251 
WI 


in the eternal election of its objefts, Here, 


this unſcriptural term ahſolute, our author rs, 


to be in the Supralapſarian ſcheme; which ſup- 


poſeth an eternal decree of God to have 


without conſidering man as fallen, or ſo much as 
created: Thoſe named Sublapſarians don't go ſo 


high, they conſider all mankind as loſt in Adam, 


{ 


and in that they make the decree. of election to 


begin. The horror of both ſchemes is exceed 


ſhocking, and they are both liable to the ſame 
difficulties; oppoſite. to the cleareſt ideas that 
can rationally be formed of the nature of Gd; 
contrary to the deſign of all revelation, and to 
expreſs teſtimonies of ſcripture, which the rea- 
der may plainly perceive in the following re- 
marks. All I am concerned at preſent with 
them, is to deſire the difference may be remem- 
ber d. The conſequences of both are the ſame, 
tho* the ſchemes are variouſly expreſs'd, and 
from beginning- to the end, there ſeems to be 
in both a continued chain of abſolute decrees.. . 

Buy abſolute grace Mr. N. means an irreſiſtible 
grace; a grace ſo efficacious, that it conquers wher- 
ever it comes, and never fails of converting thoſe 
to whom it is given; and the reader is to take 
it for granted, that the free grace of God is of 
ſuch a nature, and denotes ſome ſupernatural and 
infuſed habits, or ſome chriſtian virtues, which in 


_ ſcripture are never ſtiled grace, but the fruits of 


the Spirit; as Gal. v. 22. Eph. v. 9. But if Peo- 
= muſt believe it to be abſolute grace only _= 
o- 


* 


his bare ſay-/o, doth not this ſmell rank of 


ry? doth it not look like implicit faith? In- 


2 
deed, if it was God's will to deal with his peo- 


le after this faſhion, certainly St. Paul muſt 
have known of it; and if he did, no account 2 


£37 


8 why he ſhould make” uſe: of ſuch * 
exhortation to the Corintbians, We then as workers 


together with bim, beſeech you alſo, that ye receive 


not the grace of God in wain, 2 Cor. vi. 1. For 


aholute or irreſiſtible grace can never be received 
in lin po it 3 — neceſſary effect of a di- 

ſuppoſes men to be purely 
— "Alike ſo many 9 It is more than 
probable, that ordinarily there is no ſuch thing, 


that the grace of God only awakens and diſpoſes, 


as well as enables men to turn to God, but that 
it may be reliſted, otherwiſe why are we re- 
qui not to grieve the Spirit? why is it ſaid, ye 
79 reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt, as your fathers aid, 

fo do ye: how often would I have gathered you under 


my wings, but ye would not? what more could I 


have done to Ka vineyard, that has not been done 
in it*? Certainly God could have done much 
more, if it had en neee uſe 


of irreſiſtible grace. 
This — 4 premifed, I come now to the va- 


rious ſenſes under which he ſays the word Elec 


tion falls: '1jt, I. may | be taken, ſays Mr. N. for the 
aſſuming of perſons into ſome ſpecial office ; for Saul 
was elected king, and Judas 10 be an apoſtle. But 
there is ſomewhat more in Judas's caſe than Mr. 
N. Cloth aware of ; for he was not only choſen by 
is to be an apoſtle with the reſt, but he was 

en by God the Father to Chriſt with the reſt : 
2 e was therefore in God's decree of election ag 
much as any of the other apoſtles, and yet he 


was loft. For Chriſt praying to his Father faith, 
thoſe that thou gaveſt me, 1 have kept, and none of 


* Heb. What „ » Adts vii gr. 
Matt. xxiii. 37. If. v. 4- . 


B 2 


o :, 8 
- rr 
— 2 


chy of perdition, whom God 


nn 3A 
them is loft but the fin of perſian; that ia, Me 
permitted co he ., 
that the ſcripture might be fulfilled; viz. ſal. ci 
8. Let bis days be few, and let another take his d. 
fee. But he was not leſt, nor the ſeripture ful. N 
filled, by virtue of any abſolute and inevitable 
dectee: the determinate couna of God © laid not 
Judas under 2 neceſſity of ſinnings for hen it 
. the ſin, becauſe it took away che 
eedom of the action, and render'd' it not 74 
dass, but his that laid upon him the unavoidable 
neceſſity of doing it; and if a Judas was not, as 
I am well aſſured from the word of God, then 
none are, e ſficaciouſly determined to fu; 
gd, Mr. N. fog it is taken for ſeparating 3 
people to ſome ſþe 2 es z ſ the Jets 
were an elef} nation. They were | 
was it only. with r 


in , 
to ſome /pecial external 
privileges! my Bible tells me, that it imported 
likewiſe their being choſen to the enjoyment, 


and put in @ capacity of all the bleſ- 
ſings alſo, which God had promiſed to them his 
church and people, and in "his, and no other 
ſenſe, it is applied to chriſtians in the New Te- 
ſtament: hence, by the ele? lady, and the ale? 
ſiſter , is meant the chriſtan lady and ſiſter : 
For the elef?s ſake, that is the chriſtians ſake © 1 
and as amongſt the Jews, the whole nation, good 
and bad, were the ele? of God*, ſo under the 
goſpel,” all chriſtians, that is, che Holy Catho- 
lick Church of Chriſt, are the ele#7 Ys Ged, 4 
choſen (or ele) generation, a royal prieſthood, an 
holy nation, à peculiar people 5; all which are the 


d Feb: xvü. 12. © Acts ii. 23. 4 2 John v. 1--13, 
* Mark ill. 20. f Deut. vil. 6, 7, 8. "SFO 108 


3 


very 


that they were 
ter affirm of all the chriſtians he writes 


cauſe, yet they are not able to pro 


ditional election upon our perſeverance in a life of 
holineſs, is a ſcripture doArine ; but of abſolute 
election, that is, that the elef imports men ab- 
ſolutely deſigned for eternal happineſs, I do re- 
peat it, there is not one word in 8 
ture; and yet on this ſingle point is the ſchiſm 
ſu ed, and on bis ſome boy themſelves up 
with the certainty of being — = | 
3dly, It is taken, ſays Mr. N. for a timely effect 
of love in vocation, John xv. 19. The world hated 
them for their nonconformity, not for a ſecret decree; 
At this rate it may be taken for a timely effect 
of any thing; I ſhall therefore take no advantage 
of the manner and deep ſenſe of the expreſſion, 
it being, no doubt, deſigned to pleaſe thoſe who 
there is myſtery and ſecret ſenſe in every 
phraſe, they underſtand not. But I cannot con- 
ceive, how theſe words, the world hated them, 
come to be any proof of this; by what oa 
conſequence doth it follow? Therefore election 
is taken. for a timely effect of love in vocation, I 
can't help thinking, that O fookſb Galatians, who 
bath bewitched you, that you ſhould not —_— 


tion of election from the word of God. A con- 


7 


EY, 


truth", is as good à proof of its being taken * 


or a timely effett of departure from vocation,” 
i The os d hated them (ſays Mr. N.) for their 
nonconformity ; it did ſo for their leading a life, 
and preaching a doctrine oppoſite to the vices of 
it, and ſo it did their Lord and Maſter z but his 
nonconformity never kept him from church: I agree 
with our author, that it was not for a ſecret decree, 
For the Jews, like ſome now a-days firmly be- 
lieved, that none, beſides themſelves, and their 
proſelytes, were in the decree of election.. And 
all that a St. Paul could fay, for the Gentiles ſhare 
in it,, could never beat them out of that belief. 
No, they, and they only, were the tle - flock, 
— all the world beſides were but as fuel for 
ell. | * 

- 4thly, ſays Mr. N. The objełt put for the aft by a 
metonymy, Rom. xi. 7. The election hath ob- 
tained, that is, the perſons elected for the aft of 
election; is this truth in a plain dreſs ? it ſeems ra- 
ther to be in a maſquerade, for there is more 
than one figure here. To talk of a metonymy to 
men of mean capacities, may make them open 
their mouths and gape, that being the timely effe#? 
their ears can produce here ; but for their under- 
ſtandings, husbandmen and day-labourers are 
not half fo well acquainted with a trope as with 


the uſe of a cart rope, I confeſs there is a ſmall 


figure here beſides, very plain, called, in Eng- 
TA the cart before the borſes. For the object is 
not put for the act, nor the perſons elected for 


h Gal. V. I, 
i Thou madeft the world for our ſakes. As for the other 


people, which alſo come of Adam, thou baſt ſaid, that they are 
nothing, but be like unto ſpittle, and haſt likened the abundance 


of them unto'a drep that falleth from a veſſel.” 2 Eſdrab vi. 
$5» 56. | 
; che 


| 0275] / 
che act of election, but the ditect contrary, 
The act for the object, and election for the per 
ſons elected. Neither can the word election here, 
import men under an abſolute certainty of, or 
abſolutely deſigned for eternal bappineſs'; becauſe 
ſome of the perſons elected, St. Paul cautions, to 
beware of backſliding from Chriſtianity to Ju- 
daiſm ; looking diligently, leſt any man 2 of che 


. (in the original fall from the grace) of | 


Yea, he tells them, ver. 22. of the 
chapter referr'd, bebold therefore the goodneſi and 
ſeverity of God: on them which fell, ſeveritys 3 but to- 
wards ak a if thou continue in his goodneſs : 
otherwiſe thou al 
they thus advi 6d if in the abſolute decree of 
yr tang or if the true branches can never be cut 
0 

5thly, and lafily, And what Mr. N. a 
it ſigniſies, ſays be, the ſecret purpoſe of God's 
fixed will, to * gracious to whom be pleaſed, Rom. 
ix. 2. that the purpoſe of God according to election 
might ſtand, 1 Jefire this author, and I think it 
is a modeſt requeſt, to allow me this poſtulate, 
'tis no harder word than ſubſtrate : that God's ſe- 
cret and revealed will are one, and indeed it is 
nonſenſical and blaſphemous to ſuppoſe that they 
are not. Then I am ſure there are no ſuch abſo- 
lute decrees as he contends for; ſeeing, accord- 
ing to God's revealed will, 1 Tim. ii. 4. and in 
innumerable other places, he would have all men io 
be ſaved. So that we muſt diſbelieve the ſcrip- 
tures, or reject abſolute decrees, which we «ill 

chuſe, as he expreſſes it, p. 1 3 


0 * 
hd 
* Y.- * 


& Heb. xii, 15. 1 Rom, xi. 22, 


be cut off '. But why are 


1 be gyaciow 16 bees be pledfed, "vis Indeed 
God's property; becauſe it belongs 


| — therefore if upon the infide} 


© 
; N 
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* 
oc 
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him to up- 
upon what terms be will be gracious, und 
ſtify' men, by the law of faith, gr by worze; 


he will call the idalatrous Genti 


them to be his people, as he did the Jews aguin, 


after their idolatry, Exod. xxxili. 19. who can a&> 


cuſe him of injuſtice on that account? In di. 


ftributing mercies which have no foundation in 
merit; he need give no account or reaſon of it, 
but his will; it being not of bim that willeth, nor of 
bim that runneth, but of God that ſheewweth mercy, Rom. 
ix. 16 3 it depends meerly upon the divine good. 
neſs, and therefore we muſt ſeek it according to 
his pleafure, in ſuch ways as he appoints,” and 
not in thoſe which ſeem to us moſt proper to ob 
tain it. The great miftake of our author, and 
all of his principles, is this, they wilt Rave St. 
Paul, from Rom, ix. to ſpeak of God's dealings 
with mankind, as to their final and eternal ſtate 1 
whereas the deſign of that chapter is to juſtify 
God's dealing, as in his providence he actually 
had done with the unbelieving Fetvs and the be- 
Heving Gentiles, As to — happineſs, we are 

ſure it is his fixed will to be gracious to the whole 
world. For ſo our Saviour expreſsly tells us, 
that God ſo loved the world, that he gave bis only 
begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life n. And if fo, 


then the doctrine which aſſerts the ſalvability only 


of a /ele# few, is demonſtratively falſe. 
That the purpoſe of God, according to elaction, 
might ſtand, is, it ſeems, the main foundation for 


A John iii, 16, 
abſolute 


| to David, 2 iii. 14. 
Therefore by \eleftion here, cannot be meant 
amy election of them to eternal life 3 
gong! it ns of che whole. nation of 


be all elected to eternal 
to the whole Jewiſh hiſtor. 
But Mr. V not congent bo impads his: ſenſe of 
eleZion upon the reader, muſt needs impoſe it 
upon the Church too. For with an amazing aſ- 
ſurance, he tells us, in no other ſenſe can the 171 
article of the Church of England he underſtood; It 
is unfortunate for a man to be ſo poſitive -in 
clear and plain things, The article is point blank 
againſt his intended ſenſe of the word. For 
' whatever the Sublapſarians may make to 
the Article: It ſuppoſes (as biſhop Barnet on 
che article obſerves) men to be under a curſe 
and damnation, antecedently to Predeſtination, 
« from which they are delivered by it; ſo it ia 
directly againſt che dupralapſarian r is 
„ our author's) ine. | 
And by thoſe Articles, ſays Mr. N, and the wor- 
thy os of the Reformers yet extant, the Church 
of England may ſee whereabouts ſbe now ſtandetb. 
Yes, Sir, ſhe may, and does ſee, that the ſtill 
ſtandeth (to imitate one of your own phraſes) 
upon her reformation-botrom. If by Reformers 
he means the refugees from Geneva in Queen 
1 C Elizabeth's _ 


- — 
3 
* hy * 
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| Elizabeth's days, they indeed began to propagate 


Calviniſm pretty early. But it does not appear (ſays 
the lea Dr. Waterland®) that they then claim d 

ny countenance for it, from our articles; which 
till continued the ſame in thoſe points, after the  revi- 
fal in 1562, and again in 1571.——Our articles 
therefore in their original compoſition were not Calvi- 


niſtical: How they could come (ſays he) tobe ſo after- 


wards, being ſtill the ſame articles, 1 cannot deviſe.; 
and he proves, that they were not drawn up by 
Calvin's ſcheme, but according to ſcripture and 
antiquity, and from other writings. 5 
It may by ſome (ſays Mr. N.) be wonder dat, that 
theſe articles are not new moulded. And ſo it was 
by ſome long ago; but thoſe ſome, were of his 

inciples, Calviniſts, who, in the year 1572, 
oudly complain'd of the articles. The authors of 
the ſecond admonition, as Plaifere? obſerves, do 
accuſe ſome biſhops as ſuſpected of the hereſy 
of Pelagius, and ſay, for free-will, not only they 
are ſuſpected, but others alſo: and indeed the book 
of articles of Chriſtian Religion ſpeaketh very dange- 


rouſiy of falling away from grace, which is to be 


reformed, becauſe it too much inclineth to their error. 
What do you think of this Mr. N. your bolt 
recoils? There's no pleaſing of ſome men. 
The old Calviniſts thought the articles ſpoke very 
dangerouſly againſt them, and therefore wanted 
them to be new moulded long before, and even 
after the reſtauration a. But the modern Calvi- 


o Supplement to Arr. Subſcrip. p. 52. 
p Apello Evang. part. 3. chap. 10. | 
' dee biſhop Pearſon's M neceſſity of reforming the doctrine 
of the Church of England. and his anſwer to Dr. Burge: : 
1 J. G. for Nathaniel Brook, at the Angel in Corn- 
tn, 1 . . , . 


| niſts 


* a 


£22], | 
niſts boaſt of the articles being clear on their 
ſide ; yea, ſo very clear, that they. wonder the —_ | 
church doth not neu- mould them. And yet the _— | 
articles are ſtill the Tame, and the doctrines of "I 
umverſal redemplion, . and of departing from grace, 
which the old were ſenſible bore hard upon their 
ſcheme; the preſent Calviniſts without ſcruple 
ſubſcribe, tho* one would wonder how they can 
make them agree with abſolute decrees.” _ 

By this, Mr. N. may ſee, that all the Diſſenters 
are in no danger of being alarm'd too much, as | 
he fays they would. If * were any need for = 
new moulding, does he take all the Diſſenters to 1 
be Cal viniſts? have not ſome of the moſt know- 
ing given proof of the contrary, or does he 
believe that the united force of all the Diſſen - 
ters are, notwithſtanding forty years toleration, 
ſuch 'a formidable body as to ſcare the Church, 
when they are diſpleaſed. God be thanked, 
= are not come to that yet, and I hope never 
will. 9 | OY. 


Thus having made my way through his In- 
troduction, with the ſting in the tail of it; fo | 
many blunders in a page-and a half were very 1% 
diſcouraging : But a hearty deſire to undeceive 
well meaning, but ſtrangely miſguided, people, 
prompted me to proceed; and fo I paſs on tp 


p32 
* - 
4 
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: of ELECTIO N. 


2 Eee Jays be, is. an eternal act of 
God's ſovereign Wil, fixing thereby in 
5“ Chrilt (a e h ad) a certain number 
ce (foreknown ta himſel! ) of angels and man- 
c Kind, Epb. in. 10, 11.” Te manifold wife 
dom of God, according to i eternal pee 
which be Jane in Chriſt Zeſus our Lord. 
is a falſe} propoſition 1 55 ſor the 5 
on of a Jodie, falſe in every branch of it; 
for which I do not blame the author, but thoſe 
4 who firſt advanced it, and the Weſtminſter Aſſem- 
18 | blies Confeſſion of Faith, from whence he learng 
it, Elettion, lays he, is an eternal a of God's fave- 
reign Vill; and for © the proof. of this, he refers us 
to the wouls according to the eternal purpoſe, which. 
he purpoſed in, Chriſt 50 our Lord. But 1 
labours under a miſtake, and truſts more to 2 
ſound, than the ſenſe of che text; for any one 
1 capable may eaſily ſee, that either he would not, 
| or could not conſult the original, what our tran- 
| lation calls, according to the eternal purpoſe, is in 
1 | the Greek, which he pretends to know a little, 
v4 Kalas Be S Th) diwyw, according to the fore» 
| Aiſpoſing of the ages in Chriſt Jeſus: our Lord; 
In the firſt of which, ſays Dr. Whitby *, God's 
. wiſdom ſeeing fit to give a promiſe of a Saviour 


1 Paraphraſe on Epheſ. iii. 11. | 
—= to 


#* 
W 


— 


| i 713 ] 
fo fall'n Adam, in chaſewand age, to typifie.and 
| repreſent him to the Jews in ſacred perſons, rites, 
and facrifices; and, in the age of the. „ 
or the laſt age, to reveal him to the Jews, and 
preach him to the Gentiles. God's purpoſe in 
Chriſt Jeſus was (as all things in him) from all 
eternity; but the ele/Zion was to be in time, not 
to abſolute grace, for that is no where promiſed, 
but to the means of grace, which puts all who 
believe in Chriſt, and obey the goſpel, in a ca- 
city, not an abſolute aſſurance, — their ſalva- 


tion: They who ſtand faireſt for it, muſt tate heed © 


left they fail; and as many as are, or were, fitly 
diſpoſed, or in readineſ for, or to, eternal life, are 
ſaid R be ordained to it. This indeed ignorant 


a fixed number of perſons, 


take to import 
— by God — io eternal life, accord. 


ing to what they hear at the Meeting, and think 
this a good proof of it; tho? in the original ir 


is, ue diſpoſed, not ordained, in their ſenſe 


of the word; and thoſe who were not well % 


paſed are ſaid not to be choſen. © Many are called, 
but few are choſen: they are called, but not elected, 
as not 'bearkening to God's Call, whence Theophy- 
lat infers* , that our calling is of God; but that 
we are ele, or not, is from our ſelves." But, 
Mr. N. ſpeaking of Election as an eternal a7 
of God's Sovereign Will, adds, p. 13. Juſtice or In- 
juſtice have no concern here ; ö that reſpects God as a 
Judge, but this as a Sovereign; and we muſt allow 


ſovereignty to be God's abſolute right, or elſe toe muſt | 


deny Fm to be Creator, which we will chuſe. 
confeſs here I dropt my pen, and gave vent to 
my thoughts, in the words of the' learned Biſhop 


Acts xiii. 48. t Tz T des 7 xai 15 5 iA 


e 5 4 + yah 654: beophylact. in loc. 


J. . 


of 


| EOX885] » | 
of St. Aſaph o, Hear O heavens ! and give ear 
earth | was ever miſrepreſentatiqn like this ? a charge 
more falſe, more groundleſs, more abſurd, (I had 
almoſt added, more blaſphemous) never was, ne- 
ver can be made! Is it for this, thought I, that 
Diſſænters trudge through ſo much dirt to a Meet- 
ing? what l. does not Juſtice reſpef? God as à Sove- 
ren? To repeat this, is to expoſe it; for to a 
reader of the loweſt ſize of underſtanding, _the 
horror with which this doctrine ſhould affect him, 
if a ſerious chriſtian, might ſuperſede the uſe of 
any farther arguments againſt it; and however 
ſuch, exalted notions of the abſolute ſovereignty and 
free grace of God may pleaſe ſome, I dare not 
blaſpheme one of God's attributes, by thus com- 
r another: For tho* he moſt certainly 
Lord of all his creatures, yet mult the exer- 
ciſe of his Dominion be directed by his Juſtice, 
which is a perfection as eſſential to his nature as 
the other, Nay we are infallibly aſſured from 
the revelation he has been pleaſed to make of his 
Will, that he does not proceed with men as their 
Sovereign, tho? ſuch he be, but rather acts in the 
uality of a judge; ſeeing he has propoſed to 
em laws, according to which he will paſs ſen- 
tence at the laſt day *. . 
I do not very well underſtand what Mr. N. 
means by fixing thereby in Chriſt (a ſupernatural 
bead) a certain number (foreknown io | himſelf) of 
angels and of mankind, For not to inſiſt that God 
foreknows nothing, becauſe all things are preſent 
to him. I cannot conceive what relation Angels 
have to Chriſt, as a ſupernatural Head: he did not 
take upon him the nature of Angels, but the ſeed of: 
Abraham; and the Nature that was not aſſumed 
u Script. Vindic. p. 133. x Rom, ü. 6, » 8, 9, 10. 
* Heb. L. 26, he b "OA 


Wy + | (1s J | 

was not ranſomed: | Chriſt was none of their 
Goel, Kinſman, or Redeemer. It is true indeed, that 
of the Angels ſome are ſaid to be ele, 1 Tim, v. 
21. but it is equally true, that the word is not 
taken there in our author's ſenſe of it. The bad 
Angels were fallen from, and the good Angels in 
a confirmed ſtate of happineſs, before the pro- 
miſe of a Meſſiab was made; they are therefore 


called ele, or holy, only by way of excellency, 


to diſtinguiſh them from the apoſtate angels. 

I profeſs likewiſe I do much leſs underſtand, 
how, eut of The race of mankind, God elected ſome 
in Chriſt a ſupernatural head, and this left the reſt 
as pure creatures, upon creation-bottom only, and 
that bereby no wrong was done to them. I know 
not what he means by creation-bottom only, but I 
think every man of common underſtanding muſt 
conclude with me, that there was great wrong 
done to them, if the reſt were left on creation- 


bottom, or what bottom Mr. NM. pleaſes, infalli- 


bly to be damned. And indeed there is no me- 
dium, abſolute election neceſſarily infers abſolute 
reprobation; and our author believes as much, 
tho* he durſt not ſpeak out. here, but ſhuffles 
it off with creation-bottom. Now ſince we are 
well-affured, that God's tender mercies are over all 
his creatures, how can this conſiſt with his elect- 
ing and fixing only ſome in Chriſt, by an eternal, 


abſolute, infallible decree. Does Mr. N. think it 


is ſufficient to put all this off, with a Hall the 
thing formed ſay to him that formed it, why haſt 
thou made thee thus ? Rom. ix. 20. for the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks this with regard to God's diſpenſations 
and providence here, not in reſpect of our final 
and eternal ſtate hereafter; in making us veſſels 
of honour and diſhonour in this world, there is 
po wrong done to any of God's creatures by — 

their 


| 


Jormed ſay to bim that formed it, why baſh ibn 
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. 
their Creator. When we take the caſe in this 
view, well may the apoſtle ſay, Sball the thing | 


made me thus? But as to eternal ſalvation, the caſe 
of God's rational creatures, u creation. bot. 
tom, would be very hard indeed, if it were no 
better than this author repreſents it, eſpecially 


| ſeeing our election follows upon, but does not 


precede, our faith. May I therefore put the qye- 
ſtion? Is man the author of his own miſery, or is 
he not? I think 'tis fairly ſtated : if he is the au- 
thor of his own miſery, then there is no ſuch 
myſtery, nor abſolute decree in the caſe: if he is 
not, is there not great wrong done to him, to 
blame him, nay to damn him, for what he could 
no ways help? How can this, without the -moſt 
horrid blaſphemy, be charged upon the Father 
of Mercies, and the God of all Truth ; that he 
ſhould offer life and ſalvation to them whom 
he has doomed to damnation ; at leaſt to thoſe 
whom he has « upon creation-bottom, and deter- 
mined not to fave. Nay what makes the pro- 
cedure ſtill more cruel is, that this author and 
thoſe of his principles ſuppoſe, that the ſentence 
to eternal death, was for their being incorrigi- 
ble rebels before they were born, or ſuch as 
were neceſſarily to become rebels, that theß 
might be damned. But I am fo much ſhocked, 
and 1 believe ſo is the reader too, with this doc- 
trine, that I ſhall not purſue it in its other per- 
nicious conſequences. N 
As to the certain number of angels, and of man- 
kind fixed thereby in Chriſt : If we may judge of 
the number of the good and confirmed angels, 
(who, by the bye, were of no kin to Chriſt) by 


the number of the bad and fallen angels, one of 
N whom + 


dge of K 
mae of ed © . in the death 
of Chriſt from the word of God, this pre- 
. tended certain number is no leſs than all men :. 
For, 2 the offence of one, judgment came up- 
on all men to ber fu. o by the. righteouſe 
uh 7 of one, * r came upon all to 773 
of life *. of the one de (6 ys Bi- 
ſhop ane on the xvſith Article) * be of 
the ſame extent with the all of the other: ſo 
ſince all are concerned in Adam's ſin, all muſt 
be likewiſe concerned in the death of Chriſt, 
and conſequently a certain number are not Ax. 
ed in Cbri (a ſupernatural bead), 
We moving cauſe of this election, ſays Mr. N. 

2 from the ſovereign pleaſure of bi good-will, 

Epheſ. i. 5. grant it as to elefion in e. ſcrip- 
türe ſenſe 3 not in his. The final cauſe, ſays he, 
was the manifeſtation of his glorious grace in the 
eternal ſalvation of his elef?. Thi I grantlikewiſe, 
in the feri 7 ſenſe of the word. The ſub- 


* * in whom elected is Chriſt, Epb. 
as be hath choſen liß in him, be- 

fr 45 fu jon of the world, © This text 

6 * 4 ſays "ck N. will ſtand i its 


tion whatever, and 
[the . yk bor evaſions of learned 
6 e ” Ay, ſo it will; but not upon oO, 
ation-bottom : it can never ſtandupon hes 228 
Does he think the «s here to be tho 
that go to a Meeting, (as ſome ignorant Lua 
ple are made ta believe) or a ſelect few ? 


5 ? Mark v. 9. Rom. v. 18, 
will 


L 18 ] | 
will he take St. Paul's word for it? if ſo, 

aſſure him the us was all the Gentiles, as well 

the Jews, that the Gentiles ſhould be fellow-beirs, . 
and of the ſame body, and partakers of his pro- 
miſe in Chriſt by the goſpel > . Now dare Mr. N. 
ſay, that all the elected; i. e. converted Jews 
and Gentiles, were infallibly ſaved: If not, 


here's a demonſtration, that even the ele# 


may finally periſh : and now I'll give him leave 


to call me Heretick, for attempting to overthrn 


his ſenſe of the ſacred. Truth revealed herein, 
For I confeſs unto Mr. N. that, with St. Paul, 
To the way which they call hereſy, ſo wor. 

ip I the God of my fathers*. The Apoſtle, to 
take from the Jews all cauſe of boaſting, de- 
clares, that the Gentiles alſo were elected in 
Chrift Jeſus, even before the foundations of 
the world; i. e. that God deſigned then tq 
chuſe them to be his Church and People; and 


in this ſenſe, and no other, is this text huilt 


— 


on the. roct of ages, | 

Cod has propoſed ng other means to ſecure 
his Ele from the loſs of eternal happineſs, p. 15, 
but faith and obedience to the goſpel; not a bare 
raked faith ; for this alone will never, carry 
any man to heaven. To hear ſome talk of Faith : 
Faith! oh! get Faith! any one would con- 
clude, that the doctrine taught them is, that 
the kingdom of heaven may be taken, without 
any force, fave that of a bare b:lief ; tho! the A- 
poſtle has in expreſs words faid, What doth it 
profit my brethren, tho a man ſay be hath faith, 
and have not works ? can faith ſave him 4 ? 


has denied to none his grace given in Chriſt as 


b Epheſ. i. 6. e Acts xxiv. 14. 4 Jam, ii. 14- 
Fead ;. 


| 1 
bead; bepaute the g grace of God that bringeth ., 
vation bath DS to all men, if we do what 
it ſeacheth us; that is, That denying * 
and wordly luſts, we ſhould live hr 6 


ly, and godly in this pref ut world 
that bleſſed hope, "iy: 1 . | 
the great . and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt > 
who gave humſelf for us, "that be might . 17 us 
from all iniquity,” and puriſie unto himſelf a 4 pe- 
57 E. porn wet 1 1200 
things we are. enjoined. to /peak, an- | exboriy, and 
rebuke with all authority. 
In obedience to which as ks at Filer 
Na ab een: in the panib, 1" mk 4 
or for ſaying,. P. 17. That any 
muſt flow ſr to ſovereign Will CA: God, 
Jer We the power, and at the liberty the 
inner: Will. __ what ſhould. hinder it to 
flow from both, through the merits of; Chriſt 
Jeſus? What ſenſe. then can there, be in his 
adding, there can be no medium; it "muſt be from 
ſovereign grace according to elefing, 5 | 
of- en — accor iin oh man's free 4 75 175 
Ace of this ene, proceeds ds Tan. 4 
mo that hinders its being concluſive ; for 
ticular N of each part is not 
en is * TN z/ Nay, it is falſe 
ba ISS that God does all, without any. 
done on 2 part, to ſave us; or tha 
SID any thing towards our ſalvation, 
ke: | the aliftarice of God's free (but not 
abſolute) grace, altho there were many who 
received this grace in vain. Tis an obſerva- 


tion in-Logick, that he who makes ule: of a 


Tit. ii. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. 
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Dionne, Gag ht to take care that his-a 
ment be not ume Denn The . 
reign will of God in the ſalvation of ſinners 


does all, r if all, why were not 


thoſe of Feruſalem gathered together f? if not 
all, it is at the liberty of the ſinners Will 
to fly to God's Mercy, and be faved. 
Theſe words, according to the election of grace, 
Rom. xi. 5. refer to the Election of 
Perſons and Nations to be the Church and 
People of God; which being, ſays a land 
Commentator „ purely on the account of that 
Faith, which is the gift 'of God, without confige- 
ration of any other wer that we bad, or any 
works fo: we bad done, is ſtiled the Election 
of Grace: and thus a remnant only of the Jews 
were choſen, verſe 7. for mati were 
called, by the preaching of the Goſpel to the Faith, 
preathed to them firſt, Acts xiii. 45. 
1 were choſen 1 be Members of 1 


Church of Chai, » breauſe fro of them be- 


 beved. 


And now he may + ob a. phy, 
and don't deceive xy, 2 e term 
Grace: The Grace « dept is % Operating, 
but not an irræſiſtible Grace: It depends ſo 

on Man's free Will, that it _ be refiſted ; 
and was actually reſiſted by the Jews! and is 
ſtill reſiſted by 23 riſtians, who re- 


fiſt the 255 7 8. Tea" tn our blefſed Lord and 


Saviour charges the Jews, with a 77 wil 0: 
come to me, that ye might have life. What 
think you, 25 N. was it not at the liberty of 


F Matt, xxiii, 373, Dr. Fhithy. 5 2 Tim. M. 8. 
John v. 40. „ | 
the 
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the finuers Mill hete, to be ſaved? Sovercigy 
| 8 according to Election, you ſee, tho? it 
A ſuppos'd to work ref in thoſe who 

the Meeting , as you tell them, yet it 
2 be reliſted; © therefore it muſt be a great 
miſtake in you, or them, to imagine, that 


Divine Grace operates like a Potion, that 


works whether we will or no: I have ſet down 
a chain of Scripture evidences F to the con- 
trary, ſo plain and forcible, as cannot fail to 
eſtabliſh every e Na in a firm 
Belief, chat the Grace of God doth not work 
phyſically, or by relle force. 

; fas Mr. N. this is a Compound, and 
ton deſtroys the nature 0 both, 
by'y is K wr Norte Ne, it is 
neither irreſiſtible Grace, nor meritorious 
Works; it is a Grace that enables, not for- 
ces us, to work out our own Salvation with fear 
and trembling : here's the Compound, It is 
_ 1 that worketh in us both to quill and 

of bis good pleaſure : not by any phyſical, 
the” ral c operation; for, as we cannot work, 
where we are wholly paſſive, ſo neither would 


there be any cauſe of fear and trembling, leſt 


that Salvation ſhould not be wrought out, which 


God works irreſiſtibly ; Y 3 and the Apoſtle's Ex- 


hortation would be abſurd, if he exhorted a- 
nather to do himſelf, what. God doth for 
him without his concurrence. 
Mr. N. however, will have it, that this 1 is nei 
ther Grace nor. Works ; and that this overthrows 
the Apoſtle's argument, Rom. xi. 6. and if by 


+ Pag. 2» 
. Grace, 


f 
| 
— —— <a; we. ie 3 +» = * wr... wes. — — — I ny Fl — — 
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Grace, then is it no more of works : * otherwiſe 
Grace is no more Grace: But if it be of Works, 
then is it no more Grace : otherwiſe Work is no 
more Work, Here our Author ſeems to triumph; 
not knowing, that the famous Alexandrian 
Manuſcript, in the King's Library, omits 
from this Mark *, all the reſt, to the end 
of the Verſe; and ſo doth, (ſays the learned 
Hammond) the ancient Latin Tranſlation ; and 
Origen, Chryſoſtom, and Ambroſe ; and 
Dr. Mills, in his edition of the Greek New 
Teſtament, adds the Athiopick, Theodoret, and 
other MSS. and ſays, they were inſerted by ſome 
Reader, who had a mind to ſet them down, by 
way of Antithefis, to the former part of the 
 Yerſe' . But be this as it will, I muſt beg 
Mr. N. to reaſon better, before I can allow 
his ſaying, you muſt quit one, of you ſpoil both ; 
it being far from ſpoiling the great Mercy of 
God in Chriſt, to ſay, that the only Condition 
requir'd on our part, to make us capable of 
it, is our embracing of the Goſpel ; not ad- 
hering to the Works of the Law, or imputing 
any merit to ourſelves: for then Grace would 
be no more Grace; that is, the Goſpel were not 
the Goſpel: The Glory of it is wholly due to 
Chriſt ; for Grace and Truth came by Jeſus 
Chriſt *, and by his Grace it is that we, gre 
ſaved"; not of Works: We dare not be ſo bold ts 


E A "pour, c. (ad finem verſus) 11. 6. non oc- 
currunt apud Orig. vulg. Atbiop. Ambr. Alex. Cod, al. 
nec agnoſcunt, Chryſoſt. & Theodoretus in Commentariis, 
Lectoris cujuſdam ſunt, qui adnexa voluit, quæ priori par- 

ti hujus verſus reſponderent. Cl. Millii Prolegom. p. 65. 

N. 679. Edit. Kuſt. Amſtelodami. 17 10. 

k John i. 17, 1 Ephef, ii. 8, 9. 


aſcribe 
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aſcribe it wholly to that; but we think it no 
boldneſs to ſay, we muſt work it out; becauſe 
the Grace of God may be received in vain, and 
that good Works are the beſt evidences of 4 
true Faith. | | 

The Fall foreſeen, ſays Mr. N. could be no 
cauſe of Elettion in Chriſt as bead. I am nor 
concern'd with this, let his .brethren the Sub, 
lapſarians look to it, we are ſure the promiſe 
of the Meſſiah was cauſed by the fall, and 
made upon it. As for Election, in his ſenſe 


of the word, ſince it is not to be found in 


Scripture, we need not trouble our heads 
_ „ _— 8 even = 
e to act dir con to the 
llablimed notion of uſtice, — to 
make it an article of faith. I do conceive the 
miſery of man to be the motive, and that thero- 
fore it extends to all, becauſe all were alike 
miſerable, This, indeed is not Dutch divinity, 
but 'tis a Scripture truth, read Rom. v. 18. 
and avoid, if you can, meeting with ſtrong 
gripes of conſcience. l | 
| God's abſolute decree of Election in Chriſt as 
head, is, ſays Mr. N, fo far from harſhneſs or 
cruelty, that it is the ſpring from whence flows all 
real and certain Salvation to ſinners. I can't be 
drawn into this ; becauſe I am firmly perſwa- 
ded that this doctrine deſtroys the two great 
ſprings of religion, viz. The hopes which ani- 
mate men to vertue, and the fears which re- 
ftrain them from vice. The Scriptures pro- 
miſe a reward only to thoſe who believe and 
obey; and threaten them only with a puntſh- 
ment, who continue in Infidelity and Impeni- 
tence. But My, N's doctrine of Election => 
75 5 | poles 
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poſes God to admit to Heaven, and 1 . 
to Hell, without reſpect to either. If this 

does not give a man the gripes, I know not 
what doctrine will. Therefore we muſt either 
diſbelieve the Scripture, or reject abſolute de- 
crees, As to its being far iter barſhneſs and 
cruelty, pray tell me Mr. N. do you think it 
no 22 5 and cruelty to threaten and inflict 
eternal puniſhments upon the infidelity and 
impenitence of any one man who never had, 
nay was denied, the power to obey? to my 
thinking Pharaoh's harſhneſs and cruelty to the 
Ifraelites, was nothing in compariſon to this, 
r. Hickman in his hiſtory of Arminians, tells 
us, ® That it doth not from any principle of the 
Supralapſarian follow, either that God is the au- 
thor of ſin, or that he is a verier Tyrant than 
ever lived on earth, though I ſhall grant, ſays 
he, that for man to do as God doth, would be the 

bigheſt cruelty, r i a 
However, Mr, N. declares, if this be not a 
revealed truth, then ſalvation 10 any one ſinner 
muſt become unavoidably uncertain. But why 
ſo, is not God's promiſe ſufficient to ſecure it? 
No, becauſe farſooth, fuch grace, and ſuch a 
general relation pleaded for, that one may fall from 
and loſe it at laſt, may reach another and ano- 
ther, and ſo all may, and none are ſecured there- 
by to eternal glory. And yet qne would think, 
| that the exhortations to perſeverance, the en- 
| | * couragements promiſed upon it, and the ſe- 
| vere threatnings in caſe of Apoſtacy (which 
. , abound in the Scriptures) did evidently ſup- 
poſe the poſſibility of a fall. This alone ſuf- 


| $9 | m Part li. p. 381. 
| ficiently 
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fitiently deſtroys his notion of Election, and 


the ahſolute certain Rn rue 9s Angels, 
ſays he, wot. ale and confirmed in rift 
as bead fell, But how he know that the 
Angels fell, becauſe not elected in Cbri ; this 
is pure imagination, and has no Scripture to 
ſupport it. For ſin , not want of Election, 
was the cauſe of their fall. They had at firſt as 
much intereſt in Chrif, as head, as the good An- 
gels; that is, none at all. Yea, this author 
allows, p. 20. that tbe fallen Angels" bad no 
meet Redeemer in their nature, therefore no Goſpel» 
grant of pardon to them, Pray was not the na- 
ture of the good and the bad Angels the ſame? 
"ris certain it was fo before their fall. How, 
in the name of wonder, came the good An- 
to have a mect Redeemer, and the bad, none, 

e nature of both being the. ſame ; or did 
the good change their nature after the others 
fell? if they did, (which is ſtrange) yet Chriſt 
did not take upon him their nature, and 
therefore was no more a meet Redeemer- for 
them than for the other Angels. 

This - notwithſtanding, our Author goes 
on to juſtify his doctrine of Election after a very 
ſingular manner, it doth carry, fays he, ſuch a 
a bright beam of divine light throughout the holy 
Scriptures, that were it not for the carnal mind 
of fallen mana rational Man in reading the 
Scriptures, might by the fight of nature / 
take in ſome conviftions, that it it a plainly re- 
veal*d doctrine of Truth. This is very patherick 
and popular, but it happens alſo unluckily, 
that there is nat a ſyllable of Truth in it; nor 


u 2 Pet, ii. 4. 


E paſſage 
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paſſage in all the Bible without abuſing it; 
for a rational man of the ſtrongeſt intellectuals 
to find out abſolute Election. Tho' he is pleas'd 
to call this modern ſubtilty, and ſingular con- 
ceit, by the name of a plainly reveaPd dofirine 
of Truth : Yea, he thinks it ſo bright @ beam, 
that it may be ſearcht out by the /ght of na- 
ture. Let others believe, it is not to be found 
in their Bibles, if ſearch'd even with lighted 
Candles . 18. 3, 195888: 

Therefore it was too poſitive to ſay, had 
there been. no ſuch Election in Chriſt as bead, there 
had been no Redemption by Chriſt, no meet Re- 
deemer, 'no. Goſpel grant of pardon ; becauſe all 
theſe depend one upon another, and hang linked 
together in a chain, Rom. viii. 29, 30. They 
do ſo, but not in a chain of abſolute decrees. 
The nature and extent of Election, is not in- 
conſiſtent with the nature and extent of Re- 
demption; Chriſt is able to ſave to the utter- 
moſt all that come to God by him. For as by the 
offence of one, judgment came upon all men to con- 
demnation, ſo by the righteouſneſs of one, the free 
gift came upon all men to juſtification of life b. 
Doth not this ſhew that there is no ſuch Electon 
as Mr. N. contends for. * Chriſt, ſays one, 
„ muſt fulfil on his part what appertained - 
<« to the procuring the ſalvation of all ; or 
« elſe the ſalve is not ſo broad as the ſore; 
«© which yet the Apoſtle hath been proving 
« in the fifth chapter to the Romans.” Thus 
he may ſce, that it is the Calviniſts, not thoſe 
who deny abſolute Election that deſtroy the glad 
lidings of the true Goſpel-peace, as he calls it. 


® Zeph. i, 12. Y Heb, vii. 25, Rom. v. 18. 
Diſſenters 
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Diſſenters, according to the doctrine of ab/e- 
lute Election, cannot = with the Angel (who 


with the heavenly Hoſt celebrated the birtb-da 
of Chrift, which they refuſe to do) Bebo 
I bring you tidings of great joy, which ſhall. be to 
all people a. For a Sven born to ſave a ſelect 
few, can never be tidings'of great joy to all. 
It is only, ſays he, on this foot of Election in 
Chrift, as head, can ſtand any certain ſecurity. 
But if there be no ſuch foot of Election, as I 
think, I have plainly made it appear, tis only 
gm. a pretended certain Kei upon a 
alſe bottom. All the promiſes of ſecurity in 


Scripture are conditional, God conſiders men 


as faithful, and as perſevering in their faith- 
fulneſs. When we ceaſe to do good, and 


learn to do evil, we forfeit, whilſt we do evil, 


all our title to the merits of Chriſt ; and God 
has no were ſaid, that he will fave by an 
irreſiſtible grace, the elef? only, and at the 
ſame time deny it to the non-elect. Ler 


him read Ezek. xviii. 24, 26, 27. chap. xxxiii. 


ver. 13, 18. I hope he will then repent of his 
raſhneſs, in ſaying p. 21. That faith is made of 
none effeft, whilſt all is made to depend upon 
precarious uncertain conditions ; are God's con- 


ditional promiſes there recorded, precarious 


uncertain conditions? if there were no more, 
this is enough to abandon a doctrine that has 
ſuch a tendency to blaſphemy, and to wreſt 
Scripture for it, is ſtill worſe; for the faith 
that is ſaid to be made void, Rom. iv. 14. is the 
righteouſneſs of faith, as it is expreſsly called in 
the preceeding verſe ; that is, a faith that de- 


4 Luke ii. 11. 
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pends upon the condition of performing it, -in 


the evangelical way of new. obedience. 


If thou doeſt well, ſhalt thou nat be accepted? 


and if thou doeſt not well, ſin lieth at the dor *. 


Here are not precarious, uncertain, but moſt 
certain, yea, infallible, conditions; and yet 
none beſides Pelagians make all to depend 
upon them. Others, both know, and affirm, 
that it depends upon the grace of God, which 
does not deſtroy, but perfect our natures. 
Divine, both preventing and aſſiſting Grace 
works upon us, ſuitably to thoſe faculties God 
hath gwen us. He begins the work in us, and 
that encourages our prayers to him for what 
we want, even to encreaſe our faith; and 


thankfulneſs to him for what we enjoy; but 
he expects that we ſhould comply with it, 


and that is enough to awaken both our care 
and diligence; if either of theſe be wanti 

our faith may be made void. Faith puts us in 
the way, and if we live up to it, in the ſtate 
of ſalvation too, it gives a. preſent Right to it : 
But 'tis by living by, and ſuitably to, this 
faith, that we receive the end thereof, which 
is the ſalvation of our ſouls. Let Solifidians 
attribute all to faith, thereby leaving no ne- 
ceſſity for righteouſneſs and good works; we 
think them ſo neceſſary to faith, that it be- 
comes dead without ſuch evidences. For, by 


- works faith is perfected.. The meritorious ca 


of our Juſtification is indeed the blood of Chriſt, 
and faith in him is an indiſpenſable condition re- 
quired of us. In this conſiſts our abſolution 


from all our former ſins, but the final reward of 


our faith depends upon the conſideration of our 
Gen. iv. 7. f James ii. 22. 


duty, 
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duty, repentance, and obedience. - This robs 

no body of rejoicing in hope of eternal glory. 
But, ſays Mr. N. bere muſt be ſome great 
miſtake about the nature of irue faith, when the 
holy Spirit works that true Faith, (which is called 
the faith of God's Eleft, Tit. i. 1.) be in this 
new. Creation-work creating them anew in Chriſt 
Jeſus, (Epheſ. ii. 10.) be /o demoliſbeth the ſtate- 
ly old buil "5 of old Adam-nature, bat tbe 
Poor foul finds no ſtrength at all ta work or per- 
form Laws-conditions for life. Yes, there is a 
great miſtake, but 1t is on his ſide, who by 
the true nature of faith, means a faith, as it is 
ſeparated from the other evangelical Graces 
and Virtues z not as it is oppoſite to the rites 
of the Moſaical Law; in which ſenſe we are 
ſaid to be juſtified by faich only. That was 
the great Queſtion that gave occaſion to St. 
Paul's writing ſo fully upon this head. The 
faith of God's Ele, is the faith of Chriſtians in 
the general, they being all an elef? generation, 
1 Pet. ii. 9. and in this ſenſe, our Church 
ſaith, the holy Spirit ſanctißetb all the ele 
people of God. Creating them (anew is not in 
the text) in Chrift Feſus to good works, Eph. ii. 
10, Our author thought fit to drop good works, 

and put anew inſtead of them. | 

As to his new coin'd word, old Adam-nature, 
I profeſs I know not what he means by it. It 
is neither in my Bible, nor in any Dictionary 
that I can find; it ſeems to be a word pitch'd 
upon for ſound, rather than ſenſe: But what- 
ever it be, God's Elen, that is, Chriſtians, 
have not the ſtately old building they derive 
from. Old Adam, by ordinary generation, 
demoliſhed before death comes to pull it * 
| e 
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The holy Spirit does ſupply it with new grace 
here, and tho” the poor ſoul cannot work, or 
perform law-conditions for Liſe; yet it can ask and 
have, it can ſeek and receive, it can knock, and 
have the gate opened that leads to that eternal 
Kingdom, which God hath promiſed by Chriſt 
our Lord. And if life eternal be ſecured in 
Chriſt, as head, it is ſecured to all Chriſtians ; 
becauſe all. have the ſame intereſt in Chriſt, as 


| head, and if it be held forth by goſpel promiſes, 


which are conditional, how came he to 
theſe promiſes, precarious, uncertain, conditions. 
How came he to ſay, in this ſtrait the Spirit 
opens a door of faith, and this ſoul ventures itſelf 
on him, which died for the ungodly (Rom. iv. 5. 
and ver. 6.) This, ſays he, is right believing ; but 
if it be, how comes it, that there is no pre- 
cept, no promiſe or example of this right believing 
in the holy Scripture. The text he wreſts for 


the reſt, is but believeth on him that juſtifieth the 


ungodly. But is believing on him reſting on him? 
where 1s it taken in this ſenſe in all the New 
Teſtament * a meer belief in Jeſus Chriſt, a 
bare aſſent to the goſpel revelation is not a 
right believing ; what then, as one expreſſeth 
it*, can be more evident, than that the word Faith 
in this place, muſt not be underſtood in a tri and 
proper (i. e.) abſtracted ſenſe, but as denoting the 
complex or whole body of Chriſtianity, virtue, i. e. 
as denoting both faith ſtridly ſo called, and that 
obedience alſo, to which our faith direfts and in- 


gages Us, 


t See the ingenious Mr, Stebbing's Polemical Tracts in 
Folio. p. 36. Of juſtifying Faith, 


i 
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J, fays Mr. N. thoſe that deny Election do 
believe their own doctrine to be true, that true be- 
lievers may fall away and periſh at laſt, then they 
may fairly ſhake Ar. with the Papiſts, and 
deny all aſſurance of ſalvation attainable here. 
Now, is Mr. N. ſo ignorant, not to know, 
that he himſelf hates hands with the Papiſts, 
as to his Doctrine here. Are not the Domini- 
'l' cans and Zanſeniſts, numerous Bodies of rigid 
Papiſts, of the ſame Principles with himſelf ? 
Thoſe deny that Election, in his ſenſe of it, 
have expreſs Scripture for it; that true Be- 
lievers may fall away and periſh at laſt. Read 
Heb. vi. 5, 6. which is as flat a contradiction 
to the doctrine of Perſeverance, as can be con- 
ceived in words: Very uncomfortable doctrine, 
ſays he, to true Believers! Pray is it uncomfor- 
table doctrine to be aſſured, that Faith and Obe- 
dienceu, and nothing elſe, will bring us to 
Heaven ; or is it becauſe one needs not per- 
form his duty, who is ſure of Heaven with- 
out it, if ſo, what ſhould hinder him to com- 
mit iniquity, whom the moſt heinous offences 
cannot damn nor deprive of the Divine Fa- 
vour? Comfortable doctrine, is it not, which 
2 * Chriſt and Belial at once in the ſame 

Sou * x 

But, true believers know Chriſt*s voice from the 

Pope's, John x. 28. Then, ir ſeems, our au- 
thor is not a true behever, for his dofrine was 
the voice of the very laſt Pope that reigned, 
who was a Dominican. I beſeech you Mr. N. 
do not ſo groſsly impoſe upon your deluded 
followers, who go to the Meeting to get an 


u Pfal. iv, 3. The Lord hath ſet apart him that is godly 
for himſelf 
Ml | abſolute 


ſoon get rid of them. All dedicated to Chriſt 


it is a contradiction to ſay the Eled, in that 
| ſenſe, ſhall finally periſh. I think I have fair- 
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abſolute aſſurance of Salvation. If you did it 
ignorantly, as I charitably believe you did, 
en rectify the miſtake and make it known to 
thoſe who are but too willing to yield an im- 
_ Faith (true Popery) to every thing you 
ay. Bur I forbear to preſs this matter any 
further upon the author, ſince it would be, in 
ſome ſort, like ſtabbing him on the ground. 
Eee n L ny my way rom By 
apter, almoſt Paragraph by Paragraph, I 
hn. dwelt the longer _— it, and bel the 
more particular in it, becauſe it is the foun- 
dation of the whole Calvinian Scheme. Re- 
move but this corner fone, and down tumbles 
the whole Fabrick : Keep them cloſe to it. to 
ſhew any clear Scripture proof for their ſenſe 
of Ele#1on, or Ele#, if they can, and you'll 


by — all true Believers, are the EL 
thro* the New Teſtament. If you will allow 
them their ſenſe of the word Eled, you mult 
grant them the doctrine of Perſeverance ; for 


ly ſtated the Caſe ; if I can but awaken any 
lulled aſteep, out of the Golden Dream of 
abſolute Election; if I have contributed in any 
degree to open the eyes of thoſe of the. Sepe- 
ration in my Pariſh, to ſee their Error, I have 
obtained the main end which I propos'd to my 
ſelf. I paſs on therefore to . 
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OD's abſolute Fore-knowledge and Predeſtina- 
tion, ſays Mr. N. do accompeny Election, 
and are often join with it, (Rom. viii. 29. 
and 1 Pet. i. 2,) But there is no fore nor after 
in God; all things are preſent with him, and 
nothing is laßt to him. God knows all things, 
but he fore-knows nothing, becauſe all things 
are preſent. to him, The holy  Scrip- 
tures ſpeak to us after the manner of 
Men, and according to our Capacities, by 
the words Predeſtizate and Predeſftinated : For 
the word Predeſlination, is not, that I can find, 
in all the New Teftament, and it is abſurd to 
take them in the fri and literal ſenſe, ſuppoſing 
a time paſt in God, and the Decree already paſt, 
coneerning things to come with Gad. There- 
fare whom be did foreknaw, he alſo. did pre- 
deſtinate, Rom. viii. 29. imports that 
whom God fore-knew, to be perſons: called 
according to his purpoſe, and therefore qua- 
lified for adoption: Thoſe he fore-appainted to 
be conformed to the Image of his Son (by 
baving their vile bodies changed into the likeneſs of 
bis gloriaus body, Phil. ui. 21.) The Elea, 
1 Pet. i. 2, are the converted Jews, accord- 
to the fore-knowledge of God, diſcovered in 
the prophetical , which fore- og - 
| ; theſe 
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[34] | 
theſe bleſſings to be convey'd to them by the 
Meſfab. This Predeſtination affects all Chri- 
ſtials; as to the non-elect it is no Scripture 
term. And if ſin, foreſeen, was not the cauſe 
of their Non-elefion, as he ſays, how could it 
be of their condemnation ; is not ſuſtice herein 
concerned? How will this clear the Juſtice of 
God then, in damning the non-ele eternally 


for a ſin which they could not avoid, or. in 
vindication of his holy Law which they had 


no Power to obey, _ 


Man was created uprigbt, ſays he, God left 
him with perfect freedom -of Will, to aft in the 
frengih of his Creation-Gzace, but bad 4 
Perfect fore-fight, and abſolute fore-knowledge that 
he would fall; What Jargon is here? where 
is Creation-Grace to be found in Scripture ? 
but if this Creation-Grace, could not keep 
him from falling, of what uſe was ſuch a 
Grace to him? The truth is, our author, tho? 


he diſſembles the matter, with a duſt of words 


to blind the ignorant Reader; the plain Eng- 
liſh of it is, that God laid a neceſſity upon 
Adam of inning ; and if ſo, how could he 
help it; nay, it was obeying God's Will to do 
it, and to damn him, and all his Poſterity, 
who never conſented to the fin, nor could, 


for doing what God laid him under anabſolute 


neceſſity to do; and conſequently was willing 
he ſhould do; for they dare not allow of a 
conditionate Decree upon, Preſcience, is a Doctrine 
ſo far from clearing the Juſtice of God, that it 
lies hard, both upon the Juſtice, . Holineſs, and 


- Mercy of God. What ſenſe can theſe words 


bear: As I live, ſaith the Lord, I take no plea- 


ſure in the death of ſinners. If we can be- 


lieve 


+ C83 I z 

lie ve that God did by an abſolute Decree re- 
probate ſo many of them. And this Author 
was never more in the right, than by ſaying, 
This makes our province the more difficult herein, 
to ſpeak convincingly, and with due reverence and 
regard had to the awful wr of the great God, 

nal 


whoſe Judgments are paſt g out. But, 
* what has he, or we to do with thoſe 
2 gemenis? I hope his reveaPd Will, is not 
' paſt finding out. | ny” 
Our Author, notwithſtanding, takes. cour- 
age, and ſays, except Man diveſts himſelf of 
Reaſon, and labours to diveſt the great Febovah 
alſo of the Perfections of his Nature as God, it 
cannot be denied but that God did eternally and im- 
mutably, by the decree of his Will, fix all things 
whatſoever ſhould be or come to paſs in time, Ila. 
xlvi. 10, If fo, I am ſure it cannot be denied, 
that this makes God the Author of ſin: For 
if there is nothing that comes to paſs more fre- 
quently in the world than fin, as indeed there 
is not; then, if God has fixed this by the de- 
cree of bis will, has he not_ordained it? not by 
a bare permiſſion, but eternally and immutably ; 
and if this does not conſtitute man neceſſarily a 
ſinner, then there is no ſignificancy in words. 
4 So that this at once deſtroys the plaineſt no- 
© tions we can have of the nature of God, 
* who is eſſentially Good and Holy, and of 
„% man who is naturally a free Creature; but 
** with this blaſphemous difference, to the 
* diſhonour of God, that it fixes all the guilt 
* upon him, ſeeing this Decree is ſuppoſed to 
« be the reſult of his Vill, while it excuſeth 
* man; he being determined by a ſuperior 
«force. * 
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1 38 J ö 
Do not the Scriptures tell us plainly, ſays he, 
God tworketh all things after the counſel of bis own 
weill, Epheſ. i. 11. Yes they do, but Mr. N. iis 
miſtaken, in making the object all thing to be 
entities, or poſitive beings and at whatſoever. 
For the all things belongs to the ſubject mat- 
ter of which the Apoſtle is here di coutſing,” 

to wit, that in the diſpenſation of: his works 
of grace, God acts — freely, in communi- 
cating them to men, in order to bring chein 
to Salvation. But not that by his poſitive in- 
fluence men commit ſin. Therefore * all things 
here cannot be extended to all ſin; but as it is 
expreſsly ſaid in the preceeding verſe, to all 
things in Chriſt, © 5 
But the grand Cavil againſt abſolute Predaſtina- 
tion is, ſays Mr. NV. this makes God the author 
e all fin, and frees the Creature from all fault. 
It is ſo, and does ſo; get clear of it if you 
can. He owns, if this were true, it is envugh 
to frighten every tender ſoul, which abbors the 
thoughts of ſuch a black charge againſt the moſt 
holy God. But I all take off this, ſays he. 
If you do Mr. N. — do more than ever 

was done by any Calvinift yet. I am afraid 
you have plunged your ſelf into a Gulf, you 
will never get out of. | | Fo 
Well, how. does he clear abſolute Derrees 
from this black Charge. This he attemprs to 
do by theſe two Propoſitions, Firſt, that it be- 
longs to the Perfeftions of God's Nature, as God, 
to fix by an immutable Af of bis Will, from all 
eternity, all things whatever ſhould be, or come 10 
paſs in lime. But to this I have replicd already, 
and therefore I ſhall paſs by the flouriſh he 

makes under this head. | 

| 2dly, 
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aa), Tat it in abſolutely impoſſible, and al. 
_ tnconfiſtent with the Perfettions of God's 
Nature, as God to be the Author of fin as fin. 
This is very true, neither doth man commit 
ſin as fin, but under ſome other Idea; but 
how doth this prove that abſolute Decrees do 
not make God the Autbor of in; to my think- 
ing it proves the direct contrary, Yes, it 
does he thinks, For ſin, ſays he, is 4 defect, 
therefore proceeds from ſome defetifve cauſe. But 
what if ſin be a poſitive Being, there are ſome 
that think ſoz and if the deficient cauſe of 
things neceſſary be the efficient, this will not 
clear God from being the Author of it. Seeing 
it is not the defe?, but ſomething poſitive, that 
is the cauſe of ſin; but granting it to be a 
defeft, whence comes it? not from itfelf, for 
then it would have made itſelf more perfect, 
not from any other who is not the cauſe of it. 
2 his doctrine makes it proceed from 
Sin, ſays Mr. N. came in thro* the defeckili- 
lity of Adam's ——— free- will. But whence 
came this defectibility, did it not come from 
him, who made him with a perfect freedom of 
Will? and ſeeing he was not made impecrable, 
did it not proceed from God (who as our au- 
thor words it, created him perfect as a creature, 
yet mutable), that he had a power of ſinning. 
Thoſe Calviniſts better verſed in the Controver- 
ſy than Mr. NM. are aware of this Abſurdity 
and do allow, that in ſo far as God did not 
make man impeccable, the foundation of the 
Poſſibility of ſin, may be ſaid to come from 
God. Tho” they make no ſcruple of ſaying, 
That he hath fore-ordained whatſoever comes to 


paſs. 


C38 ] 
| paſs. If ſo, why was Adam required to obe 
in order to be happy, or threaten'd with death 
in caſe of diſobedience to the Law Gyen him? 
This ſuppoſes him inexcuſable to abuſe his fi- 
Berty, and ſin. * l 
But this power to chuſe evil may not be called, 
ſays our Author, a liberty of Will, but à weak- 
, meſs of Will; ibis God cannot do, nor the glorious 
Angels above, nor the glorify'd Saints, which are 
confirmed in true liberty of Will, and do neteſſarily 
and yet freely will holineſs. Now all this, tho” 
it be all the Calviniſts have to ſay, is very im- 
pertinent, becauſe neither God, nor the glo- 
rious Angels, nor the glorify'd Saints are in a 
fate of tryal; as the ſtate of man in this world 
is. And a freedom of the Will in a ſtate of 
tryal, cannot conſiſt with a determination to 
one, whether it be to good or evil. This would 
diſable a man from chuſing ; and it is abſurd 
to ſay, that men thus diſabled, may deſerve 
puniſhment for what they do, when they can- 
not do otherwiſe ; becauſe they diſobey wwilling- 
ly, and cbuſe to do ſo; for if diſabled, this ve- 
ry thing takes away their Liberty to chuſe the 
good, or refuſe the evil Action, as much as 
the greateſt lameneſs does a Cripple's liberty 
from walking : Such new notions of Liberty 
are repugnant to the ſenſe and common reaſon 
of mankind.  ©* We ſay not, ſays Mr. Thorn- 
« dike, that indifference is requiſite to all free- 
«© dom, but to the freedom of Man alone, in 
cc this ſtate of travail and proficience;ꝰ and is 
not Man as much in a ſtate of tryal in this life 
as Adam was in Paradiſe; and muſt not the 
want of God's confirming Grace, without wa ich 


he could not ſtand (the negative part ef the Do- 
| cree, 


39 ] 
crete, as Mr. N. calls it) be the very cauſe of his 
fall. Tis more honeſt to ſpeak out, and ſay, 
God put him under a neceſſity of falling, to ad- 
. vance his own glory. And that he \ ſu- 
pernatural ſaving grace to the non-elef to recover 

them, without which they cannot be ſaved. But 
thoꝰ they are thus diſabled, yet they muſt be 
eternally damned. Horrid Doctrine! No 
wonder Calvin himſelf called it, horribile decre- 
tum. They are very caſtive Creatures indeed, 
that can bear this and not have the Gripes ; or 
imagine that this Decree cannot be thought to im- 
pel Adam's Will to fin, Here was indeed a try- 
al of the power of man's free-will for. ever, when 
not depraved by ſin. But does he believe Man- 
kind to be under no Tryal ſince. 
Sin, ſays our Author, muſt have ſome natu- 
ral good, for its ſubſtrate matter, . tbe /ub- 
j jeft it cleaveth to, as a rational creature, ſuch as 
Angels and Man, whom God created Good, to 


whom be gave bis law. It ſeems the light of na- 


ture, reading ſcripture, will not do the Buſineſs 
here, and ſome kind hand has help'd him to 
the light of Metapbyſicts to do it; and that for 
the ſake of men of mean capacities, whoſe hap- 
pineſs it is, to like beſt, what they underſtand 
the leaſt. Could there be (ſays he) any ſuch poſi- 
tive thing, as abſolute evil, it would neceſſarily de- 
ſtroy itſelf. Tho* the Manichees vainly imagined 
two firſ®s Principles, the one good, and the 
other evil, But is there nothing intrinſecally 
_eyil, and in its own nature, immutable and 
eternally ſo, which has not yet deſtroyed it- 
ſelf. The Manichees was indeed a vain Imagi- 


nation, but they had the modeſty not to make 


one and the ſame God, good and evil. 4 
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All natural adts and motions of the ereaturet, 
by ſically confidered, are (ſays Mr. M) good, an 
from God, as the Cod of nature; but the ſama 


Alls, morally confider*d, as to. the made and man - 
ner of them, as atted by the Creature, may be 
vicious and finful. This may ſatisfy men of 
mean Capacities z; but a man: capable of judg- 
ing without prejudice, will eaſily diſcover that 
tis to no purpoſe to diſtinguiſh here betwjxt 
the Act and its ſinfulneſs, and to ſay, that 
God concurs towards the ane, without being 
at all concerned in the other; ſeeing it is not 
as an Act, but as it is immoral, that Sin can 
be ſuppoſed to be the cauſe of man's damna- 
tion; ſo that if God was the Author of /e/ling 
Joſeph into Egypt, and of the crucifying of Chriſt, 
He muſt likewiſe be the Author of the fin of 
thoſe that ated it, not as a bare Act, but as 
it was vicious and ſinful, ſeeing as ſuch only, 
it was a means to render them guilty ; and the 
Act which God had abſolutely determined 
them to commit, laid them under a neceſſity 
of committing the Sin, and did not ſuffer them 
to go on in the free uſe of thoſe Powers that 
he had given them. If God's juſt hand was in 
the Act, infallibly determining them to com- 
mit it, doth not this convincingly ſhew, that 
the Author of a ſinful Act, is the Author of 
the Sin alſo on which it depends, as a ſha- 
dow upon its ſubſtance : The creature does not 
att independently of Gad, but in the free uſe of 
thoſe Powers that God hath given every ratio- 
nal Being. 
; This Writer refers us to: He turned their 
hearts to Hate his people, Pf. cv. 25. But this 
was not by any unfruſtrable Operation - po- 
| | tive 


= 5 


ſtive-iflux, only. by his, kindneſs to the Ifras- 
42 had this 1 3 — 


rial Wond, but not that he determines every 
—_ Act, And, He turneth the heart which 
— leaſeth, Prov. xxi. 1. is to be under- 
A 


moral not phyſical operation; good 


— and Advice. hath oftentimes a great 
influence upon the heart, whilſt evil communi- 


_ — good manners. Hence, tis ſaid, 
Kings xi. 4. That when Solomon uas old, bs 
8 turned au bit beart after. other 
That was by their wieked counſel, by 2 
they made themſelves the authors of — 8 
ſin; and yet our Author's metaphyſical diſtinc- 
tion of ſubſtrate matter is as —— of clearing 
them of this ſin, as it is of clear —— Pre 
deſtination from the black charg 

the Author of all che ſing that — to tha na- 


tural As of the creatures in their Ae man- 


ner they, move and act in. 

To maintain this metap hy ſical Subſtrate, Mr. 
N. makes uſe of three — the firſt is of 
Alms given without true Charity. - But che ſin 
here does not accompany. the Subſtrate, i, e. 
the outward Act or material Part, but is ſepa- 
rated from it by the Alms-givers imagination, 
and fo does not; reach the point. The ſecond 
and third Inſtances. are home, and do truly 
reach the point; but if in ſending 7o/eph into 
Egypt, God's band was = it, ſo as abſolutely to 


determine 


[42] | 
termine the Act, from whence it was impoſt 
ſible to ſeparate the fin; he who determines. 
the Act, — * — — 
the ſubſtrate cannot be ſeparated: it, 
His nk we re either under a neceſſity of 
ſelling Fo/eph. or they were not; if not, twas 
in their power to do or not to do it; but if ſo, 
here's a conditionate decres upon Preſcience, which 
Calviniſts dare not allow If under a neceſſity, 
tis obvious to men of the meaneſt capacities, 
this render d the ſm, not theirs, but his that 
laid upon them the unavoidable neceſſity-of 
doing it. The ſame Anſwer will ſerve for the 
third Inſtanee in cruciſyim e Cbriſt; ſor the de- 
terminate counſel of God, laid the Jrus under a 
neceſſity of doing it or it did not; if the firſt, 
they could not help it, and conſequently are 
not to be charged with the ſin of doing it. If 
the laſt then, the denerminate Counſel did not 
put them under any abſolute decree, and they 
might have abſtained from that vitious way they 
acted in it. | 

Thus, ſays our Author, have we cleared God's 
permiſive Decree ; but what ſort of Logick is this? 
he undertook: 0 tate off the black Charge againſt 
the Decree of abſolute Predeſtination, and when 
he has ſhuffled and cut with the aſſiſtance of a 
metaphyſical diſtinction, all he pretends to is, 
that he has cleared God's permiſſive Decree ; pray, 
is an Abſolute Decree and a Permiſſiuve Decree the 
ſame thing? it may be all one in a Meeting, 
but it is not ſo any. where elſe. This puts me 
in-mindof a Saying of the great Scaliger; which, 
if the Reader will excuſe a little Pedantry, I 
make bold to ſet down. | 


Non 


N | 
| DN 
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Non mibi ed Rationi, aut que ratio Me videtur, 


Aude; ſoruirus, Iuili mordians hic tenet aut bie. 
| Mr. A 


Fall, either be mr any of bis natural poſterity 


ever bad, whilft herr, 'the true freedom of Will. 
But had not lim a freedom of being ga- 
tbered to Chriſt if they would? if they had, I 
take this to be a trur freedom of Will. If the 
had not, how comes it that Chriſt upbraids 
them, that they vnd nat :come wnto bim, thut 
they might baue life? For how could they, if 
they wanted the true-freadom of Will. Now, as 
tis certain, that Chriſt would not have 
ſtulated thus wich them, if they had wanted 
a#rue freedom af Will to comply with him. Tho' 
J own — Spe power to do good 4porks ac- 
ceptable to God, toithout the Grace of God by Chriſt 
preventing them : But this being profer'd them, 
tis certain they had a freedom to comply, or 
not to comply with this Grace at pleaſure z the 
Will is not yed by Grace but only re- 
paired; Grace doth not take away the nature 
of the Mul, but only enables it to obey God's 
Will; ſo that when it co- operates with the 
Will, Man is left in the hand of his own Coun- 
ſel, to turn, or not to turn to the Lord. To 
ſay, as ſome do, that Cbriſt ſpoke to Feru/a- 
lem only as Man, ſeems to be the laſt effort of 


a bafM'd Cauſe : For, as Man, he never ſpoke 


any thing that was not ſtrictly true. 

So that when it js objected, we are dead in 

treſpaſſes and fins, and created in Chriſt Feſus un- 

to good works ; theſe Speeches are metaphori- 

cal and figurative, and the one capable of pre- 
| G 2 venting 


| 4] 
venting Grace, the other is not; but neither fin 
nor Grace take away the natural power of the 
Will. And as one very well expreſſes it, An 
« old heart and a new heart differ only as an 
e Inſtrumeut in tune, and the ſame Inſtrument 
. «© out of tune; there are the ſame ſtrings ſtill, 
but not the ſame ordering of them; ſo the 
& ſame Underſtanding, Will, and Affections 
<a man had before, only go on God, 
<«. and delighting in Goodneſs, which before 
* delighted in 15 z which they, (i. e. Calvi- 
& rniſts) not minding, make a man meerly as a 
Tool in the hand of a Workman, or a pen 
« inthe hand of a Writer, meerly paſſive to 
«© any good action”. To ſay therefore that 
man 1s ſo utterly diſabled by the fall of Adam, 
that without the efficacious Grace, which God 
vouchſafeth only to ſome few, who are the ob- 
jects of his election to ſalvation, he hath no 
power to do what is ſpiritually good, or to 
avoid what is ſpiritually evil, muſt be deſtruc- 
tive of the liberty belonging to man in a ſtate 
of Tryal, Probation and Proficiency. 
But the carnal mind is enmity againſt God, Rom. 
viii. 7. So it is and cannot be ſubject to the law of 
God, whilſt it continues ſuch. But what then ? 
Why, ſays he, ſhould any think that the holy Spi- 
rit, by working ſaving Grace in the heart of man, 
cannot turn (who ever ſaid it cannot) the Byaſs of 
the Will again to chuſe Holineſs, and abbor ſin, by 
ſetting it at liberty from its bondage, but cry out, 
This deſtroys the liberty of the Will; and is not 
this true? Does it not deſtroy the liberty of the 
Will by working irreſiſtibly /aving Grace in the 
-beart of man, when we contribute nothing, nor 
can we contribute any thing to infinite . — 
2 5 an 
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Can any, ſays he, count that liberty, to love fin? 
no certainly, but as David ſaid 0 his opt 
mon, Know thou the Lord of thy Fathers, and 


ſerve him with a willing mind; (this we count Li- 


'berty.) If thou ſeek him be will be found of thee, 


vu if thou forſake bim, be will caſt thee off for 


ever, 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. Here is Li ei- 
ther to co-operate with the Grace of 
fered, or to refuſe it, as Solomon' pleaſed. 

But, 1 ſuppoſe, ſays he, it is the Sovereignty 
of God in his abſolute Decrees, - which ſpoils ſinners 
power. in ſaving themſelves, that mainly pinches. 
What ſinners are thoſe that think to ſave them- 
ſelves without Faith and Repentance ?. abſolute 
Decrees pinches only thoſe who maintain them. 
Others take the Word of God for it that there 
are no ſuch Decrees, They have no ſuch Idea 
of the Sovereignty of God, as is inconſiſtent with 
his other eſſential Attributes and Perfections of 
his Nature: They think more worthily of 
God, than to believe that his Decrees of go- 
verning and diſpoſing of them, are wholly 
founded on ſuch an abſolute Will, as no ra- 


tional or wiſe Man acts by. They believe 


him to be Holy, Merciful and Righteous 3 and 


that in 2 of himſelf in Scripture, he 


is pleaſed, with relation to thoſe Attributes, 
to make Appeals to men, to call them to rea- 
ſon with him. 1 


Our Author thinks Reprobation is a harſh word 


to be _— 3 but whoſe fault is it, thatit is not 
rejefied. Reject abſolute Predeſtination, and 
you'll hear no more of Reprobation, which 
neceſſarily follows it, and can no more be re- 
jected, than the ſhadow from the ſubſtance. 
J own Mr, N. has reaſon to ſay ſo; for to any 


one 


of- 
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one, of his Doctrine, and of a — 
Diſpoſition, it is moſt dangerous; it hur rh 
them to the brink. of Deſpair, and too uſten 
forces them to do execution. upon themſelves, 
But it is no Elefion, ſays he, if ſome are not (paſſed 
and left out: Right, and therefore we piuy 
or the Converſion of all Jenn, Turts, un 

Adel, who arę left out. But all Chriſtians are 
e ro ame gr 2 ion as any 
un elec generdlion, 
z Pet, ii. 9 all Chriſtians ——— 6 
Ae, . e are as much aſſured of Hea- 

ven and eternal Happineſs as any of God, 
Elec; becauſe God gave his only begotten Sbm: 
that hae ver believeib in bim, ould not pr- 
riſh, but have euerlaſting life *. This makes 
root and branch mort of the Doctrine of 
tute EleFion. We are ſaved, ſays the A 
by Grate, i. e. by Favour we are t into 
a ſtate of wee rob ſure — be made 

8 Chriſt's Paſſion, 
condition of our faith, refientance, and —— 
obedience to the Laws of the New Covenant. 
Wil. Let thoſe that go to the Meeting, take Mr. 
"HY N's word for it; I hope all ſerious Chruſti- 
. ans in the Communion of the Church, will 
10 take God's word for it, that theſe are une 
5 


} cariaus uncertain Conditions. 

© iis 3 To be paſſed by, and left out of the De- 
4 cree: This leſt them pure Creatures, and damn. 
1 vone, ſays he, no more than if there had bern no 
1 1 Election in Cbriſt. But are any Chriſtians out 
Þ 1; | of the ſaid Election admitted to Heaven? If 
8 they are then to be left pure Creatures is no 


* John iii. 16. „ 
great 


| * . 
'M; | f - 
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great harm: But, if, as he muſt ſay, 
are not, then they wero created on — = 
bei damned. What Chriſtian Rar can bear the 


found of ſuch: Doctrine; it were: impoſſible 


to work rational Creatures uꝑ to the helief of 
ſuch aiblaſphemous Penet, if they were not at 
theſame'/Timewrought:up to a ſtout Belief of 
being themſcivevirthie:abſolute Mitres of Elef3is 
a. Piciful :Deluftaw!: we all ate God's works 
manſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus to goa works; 
which: God bath before: ardain d that cue ſhould 
alt in tbem y; and. by this: it is, that. any fal- 
len ſiuners capi tbe cia. ſe of a broten Covenant, 
and without this, not one fallen ſinner, tba 


Merits of Chriſt, come to: Heaven, or 2/cape 
the curſe: It is this, ſays he, damns finners, not 


God's, ſocret Decree, but a' violated: Law, If it 


doss, then, according to our Author's Doctrine, 
they were damned before the Law was either 


made or violated: Neither can I fee, as to 


earthly: Judges, here the Juſtics ob that Fudge 
is, art aha a. man to violate the: Lau, that 
he maythave the pleafure of hauging him for 
it, But might not God, as Sovereign, (ſays Mr. NM) 
have. * mercy on whom he will 
(Nom. ix. 1g.) and leave the reſt to Figtice. Yes; 
ſurely;; for as a Sovereign, he hath offered a 

uon to all ſinners; - and they that will not ac- 
cept of it, ti toi be left to Fuſtice- How 
miſerably. delùdod are ſuch, in whoſe: heads, 
Have mercy on bun. he will, runs like a new 
Tune. The import of which is only this; 
that it belongs to God to appoint upon what 


1 Epbeſ ii. 10. Phil. ir. 3. 
Rr terms 


ait in the book of » Life *, can, through the 


ad YN 
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terms he will ſhew mercy, and juſtify! men, 
. —.— by the Law of Faitb or by Works 3 
muſt be ſave all or none, ' ſays Mr. N. To 
' which I anſwer, God ſaves none againſt their 
Will; but al upon the terms of the Goſpel 
are put. into a Capacity of being u and 
we think this is enough, and more than the 
tenour of the Law allowed to man, and 
much more than was Nawe to the hel 
that fell. 

I this prafiicable, * he, — caribiy 
Princes? Tes, certainly, no earthly Prince 
will pardon any man, that does not comply 
with the Conditions of the Pardon; if / they 
did, it Would encourage rebellion and make a no- 
thing of all juſt Law's. AF Reaſon z ſays our 
Author, I 75 we have clear d God's How 
Decrees from being the cauſe of Man's fin, 
if they be ſecret, how comes he to know _ 
a ſecret is no longer a ſecret, when it is reveaÞ'd, 
and before it is, it is not poſſible to know it. 
Our Author ads Reaſon here, full as well as 
the man did, who undertook to explain the 
word Preface, by ſaying, it was a hard n 
for Arithmetick. 

The next thing Mr. N. undertakes, is to 
clear the Providence of God, pe oy execution 
of his Counſels ; and here, upon 77 ag 
on of God's wor —_—_— in e 

guiding and directing all natural Atts and — 2 
7 bis Creatures, to anſwer bis ſecret fixed 

ounſels, he quotes Ram. ix. 19. which to me 
is a demonſtration that St. Paul had no notion 
of abſolute Grace, when he ſtarted this Objee- 
tion, and ſaid, for who hath reſiſted bis Mil; 


becauſe it is a contradiction to imagine, 
irrefi _ 
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irrefiftikje Grace can be reſiſted, To this 
vil, the Spirit replies, ſays Mr. N. uy, but O 
man, . who art thou that replieſt againſt God? 
muſt not God (ſays he) govern the World? 
Ay, moſt certainly; but we ſay, God does not 
govern it by any phyſical, or irreſiſtible Ope- 
ration; and that the meaning of the Rep/ 
here, Is this, That there is no mote . 
from God's diſpenſation in this caſe, in 
te taking away the means of Grace from, 


c and rejecting ſuch an harden'd People, 


e and ſhewing his Favour unto others, who 
« ſubmit to his terms of mercy to make this 
«. Objection, than for the clay of Jeremiah, 
* when it was marred and be de to com- 
% plain againſt the Potter, that he took one 
“part of it, and made a veſſel of diſhonour, 
* and another part of it, and made it a 
« veſſel of honour.“. 1 

Mr. N. thinks ſome believe the Vill of man 
to be ſuch a Lady as to be without controul. 
She is indeed ſuch a coy Lady, that if the 
leaſt violence be offered, /be may lawfully call 
ita Rape, and be abfolved from the Crime. 
She may not be touched, ſays our Author, b 
God himſelf, left he deſtroy its Nature as 4 Will, 
We think irreſiſtibie Grace offers Violence to the 
Will, and deſtroys its Nature as a Will; -and 


therefore is not touched by God himſelf after 


that manner; and our reaſon for this is, that is 
were in vain to perſwade us to do, what God 
alone, folely and wholly doth in us; it can- 
not be called my act, which was never elici- 
ted by me, nor can I be faid to believe and 


* Jer. xyiii.. 4, 6. 


* 


H ' repent, 
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repent, when I do not concur tour Ger 
with the fainteſt Velleity ; and we don't think . 
the wiſe Man, but this Author, quite out; in 
the me of Prov. xxi. 1. Similitudes halt, 
and don't always run upon all four. Men when 
they turn Rivers, don t indeed deſtroy them; 
but they force them to run in the Channel 
which they have made for them. And if 
God does ſo to the Heart, we cannot think, 
that in ſo doing, he doth work ſuitably, ' or 
agreeable to our Nature as rational rr 
And here I chuſe (having, I think, a pe 
freedom of Will to do o 10 to expreſs Lin af | 
in the words of a very ingenious Writer *. 
gives Us a => 1 to will, and ftill aſſiſts us with 
Grace, till bring that Power into Att, 
and ſo a man works out his own ſalvation, and he 
ought to-do it, with fear and trembling ;, that is, 
be ought with reverence and godly fear, ſtand in 
awe ; leſt when God enables him to work, he be 
wanting to himſelf, and the Grace of Cod; leſt 
he grieve and quench the Spirit, and cauſe him to 
pas this is not aing independently on God; 
but if a Man concur only ſubjectively and paſſive- 


tl to pious works, as they would have it, then it 


20 be ſaid, or may truly be ſaid, at leaſt, that 
God in us believes, Tepents of fin, and doth all 
other gracious Alis, which bow abſurd and blaſ- 
Pbemous 1 would be (ſays he) I leave the World to 

judge; and it is thus, and not by any other 


| unſeen ee within a wheel, that God's own 


hand direfts us to the end propoſtd by him: As 
to the Inſtances concerning Joſeph, and that of 
the Crucifixion of Chriſt, I have above replied 


* Batte/s Vulgar Errors, 5p. 96. 


to 
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to them.: And the ſame Anſwer will ſerve 
r Job, and in the whole book 


A for the Non-elelt (ſays Mr. N.) as God in 
Bis permiſſrve Decree, bis Will was not to prevent 
their Fall in Adam, ſ not to recover be- 
cauſe fallen, theſs being left to themſelves in both, 
rum themſelves for ever, and aft freely therein 
they fin es and ſo their co ion will 
be juſt : God 


d's. Decree offers no Violence to their 


Wills; — but God decreed not to work upon their 
will by bis Holy Spirit, to change and turn:them, ſo 
they are leſt to try what they. can or will do to turn 
. themſelves; and that is juſt nothing at all; 

nay, ſuch Doctrine makes it to be in obe- 
dience to God's Will, and not by Choice. that 

they lin, and if God's Decree offers no. Violence 
[401 ir Vi uls, yet tis the ſame ching. if with- 
out the aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, which 
they are denied, bey ruin themſelves ; or ra- 
ther are infallibly ruined thereby. They are 
ecluded Acceſs to Salvation by an irrever/ibls 
(which our Author ſoftens by Name of a 
_ - permuſſive) Decree, And why ſhould God de- 


elare, if. they believe, repent and turn, and baue 


new hearts and true holineſs, they ſhall live: When 
according to this Doctrine, none of theſe can 
make their Caſe better nor worſe, it being 
unalterably fixed by a prior Will, without 
regard to any, or all of them. If Zeleucus, 
5 (ſays the laſt quoted Writer) put out both 
„ the Eyes of an Adylterer for Adultery, 
« and ” do offer him his Book to read, and 
<<. hang him becauſe he cannot read; was the 
5 offer of the Pſalm of Mercy, a Mercy to 
* him or a Mackery? So if God firſt blind our 

H 2 : 55 Under · 
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TY Underſtanding, and harden out Hearts, a3 
„ a puniſhment of our ſin in Adam, and 
e then make us a tender of Grace in Chriſt, 
but never open our Underſtandings to ſev, 
e nor ſoftenour Hearts ſo far, that if we will, 
< we may eve ir, but all 8 Offers ny 
6. poſſib erms- to ted, 
* —— is not the Caſe alike or para ralel? 

| However, ſays Mr. N. -we are plainly told in 
the Scriptures, that final Unbelievers, ad. impe- 
nitent ſinners, ſhall periſh, and without holineſs no 
Man ſhall fer the Lord. Theſe are (not as he 
ſuid before, precarious, uncertain Conditions, 
but) the appointed means that kad to their diftin? 
ends, But to what purpoſe are we we fo ern 
ty told this, or why thould theſe be the a | 
ted Means, feeing the Non-elef7, m 15 
without them, their Fate deing already abfo- 
lately determined. 

If it might not look too like ſulting; ? 
would now call upon Mr. N. to a Reaſon, F 
he hath not cleared Go fecret De- 
crees from being the Cauſe of Man' fin. Thus 
having, - with great Patience, got through 
this ſhocking Chapter, which could not wel 
have — crowded into a ſhorter compaſs; 
I don't deſign to dwell fo long upon the fol- 
lowing Chapters. By what hath been ſaid, 
an ordinary Reader may fee through all that 
Mr. M. hath, or can advance, to ſupport fuch 
a me Doctrine - 
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CHAP. III. 


* Cickttba, Law of. Nature, and: Sinai's 
| Cone Conſidered... 


| Sep. i. OD devine, thus wed Man, 
ſays thought mect——i0 
govern ſuch a Taube Creature according to Cove. 


nant-contraf?, and not altogether in an arbitrary 


233. Our Author has, all of a ſudden, 
ed his exalted Idea's of God's Sovereignty, 
from an abſolute to à contracting Sovereign. 
J ſuppoſe the abſoluts Sovereignty 0 4.8 God men 
pinches bere. But where is this enant-Con- 
trat to be found, it is not expreſsly mention- 
ed in all the Bible; the Aſſembles Catechiſm 
indeed tells us of a Covenant made with Adam 
but che Apoſtle, . as Ne by our Author, 
expressly calls it, a 
Rom, vii. and Mr. N, owns that which formed 
the Covenant of Life and Death was a poſitive 
Command, Gen. ii. 17. Thou ſhalt not eat of it, 
with a Sancl ion 1 85 in the 
eft thereof thou. ſhalt farely die, This was the will 
of the Sovereign, and therefore a Lam, no Cove- 
nant. I queſtion whether God's Vicegerent in Eng- 
land, would allow an Ad ef Park ment to be 
called a Connery, 

* as Biſhop Burnet tells us Was 

all thy 8 of St. Auſtin, who be- 
Euer at a Covenant was made with all Man- 
kind in Adam, as their firſt Parent. But, ſays 
he, p. 115. other Divines think it ſtrange that 
a thing of 4 Conſequence, as a ſupposd Co- 
venant Adam as the repreſentative Head 


On the IXth Article. 


of 


—— 


mand, not Cement. | 
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of Mankind, ſbould not bave been more 
reported in the Hiſtory of Creation. But that 


Men ſhould be put to fetch out the. Knowlege of ſo 


great and ſo extaordinary a thing, only by ſome 
remote Conſequence. And it is, ſays he, no ſmall 
Prejudice againſt this Opinion, that it was ſo long 


before it firſt appeared in the Latin Church ; * 


it Was never received in the Greek Church. Our 
Author therefore ſhould have brought ſome 


clear Proof for it, before he had ſaid, thus it 
became a Covenant. Contract between God and 


Man in one common head. And what he. adds, 


is very much out of the way, hence by a Me- 
' taphor, Death is called wages, Rom. vi. 23. 


as due in Fuſtice for ſomething done accor diny to 
Contract. Right, but it is according to a Con- 
tract with Sin, not accoding 0/3 FI Fe 
between God and Man. len 2 is id the 
ſame place, expreſsly called the wages f ſin; 
and cho Me Man i lb a light of : age f fins 
in the dark. after a God, yer by the clear Light 


of the Goſpel, he knows very, well what 10 bs 


pon for God. 

When the world Was thus groſs] benighted, ſa 2s 
he, it Pleaſed God to give out to Iſrael (Jacob's 
Poſterity) at (he ſhould have ſaid on) Mount 
Sinai, a written Copy of the law of Nature (not 
all of it of the law " nature, nine of the ten 
words only are princ * and Duties of Natu- 
ral Reli — *) which be calls his Covenant, as in- 
tending [here to repreſent to them his broken Co- 
venant. Tha wants proof, and Mr. N's ſay- 
ing, Therefore this was twice written by the Fit» 


ger of God in tables of fone, is no proof af it; 


2 Neither do I believe that the Decalogug was A 
for a perfect Syſtem of the Moral Law. | 
what 


181 
what follows is indeed a very good reaſon of 
their being twice written; but Moſes-threw down 
the two Tables the firſt time and broke them. But 


it wants proof again to know whether this was 


to ſhew Man had broke the whole Law ; and let 
any man if he can, find out of Deut. x. 5. that 
Moſes was a type of Chriſt by laying the Law up 
in the Ark. : 2 

We ſeventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord i 
God; this was, ſays he, Creation-ſabbatb, whic 


yr was to be obſerved until the true Redemption-- 


reſt came in. If it was ſo, I ſhould be much 


obliged to him to give me one Inſtance out of 


Scripture, that Creation-ſabbath was ſo much as 
once obſerved from Adam to Moſes, aſpace of 
at leaſt 2000 Years; nor can I find, tho' he 
__ ſo, that the ten Commandments contain- 
ed all thoſe Rites and Ceremonies, inſtituted Wor- 
ſhip, Church Order and Diſcipline, called the Law 
of Moſes. A man that talks at this rate, may 
ay any thing; and that when one thing is ex- 
preſſed, twenty more are intended. The bare 
repeating, of this is enough ro expoſe it. But 
if the Jen Commandments contain all theſe 
things, how came it to paſs, that they did 
not end that learned Diſpute managed fo 
hotly, between two famous leading Rabbies 
of the Independent Way, Ainſworth and 


Broughton, whether the Colour of Aarons 


Linnen Ephod were of blue, or a Sea- 
water green. A Controverſy of that mighty im- 
portance (as my Author ſays, ) to the ſalva- 


tion of fouls, that (befides that it occaſioned ſome 


* © Parker's Def. of Eceleſ. Polity. p. 454. 
07:39 Wie. 
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th Noſes). it created new Schiſms and founded 
bureches ; and what became of the blue ſepara-' 


| tion, ſays he, I cannot at pr ent call to mind; 


but. as for the brethren, 7 the ſea-water green 
Communion, they crumbled: into as many S 2 5 


2 Churches as there are, C olours. in the 2 


* Author will not * Sina?'s. Covenane 
to be the firft in reſpect of the Covenant of 
Works, or the real Covenant of Grace; and all 
this only to ſecure his pretended firſt Covenant 
with Adam, in direct contradiction to the A- 
En N. who n calls Sinai's Covenant, as 

phraſes it, the Firſt. But firſt and fo 
cond are numerically diſtinit, ſays he; they are 
ſo, what then; a. adds he, then this at Si- 
nai could not be the firſt, and fo goes on to 
the Covenant diſpenſed to Adam and two 
more; and upon what the word of God 
calls the firft, he calls the faurtb: Now I be- 
lieve the Apoſtle could tell that 2 and 3 make 
5, as well as Mr. N. and yet he fays, oy Ee 
firſt Covenant bad been fault, then 
place have been ſought ＋ tbe ſecond, Heb. viii. 
2. Faulilg doch not here ſignify ſinful in it 
felf, for this the Apaſtle denies, Rom. vii. 7. 
bur only imperfet and defeZive as to the great 
End of the Covenant, Da this and live, it be- 
ing a Law that could not give life, Gal. iii. 21. 
for had it been ſo, then foould no place have 
been ſongbt for the ;cond, which was as hy Ded 
upon better 3 ver. 6. An 
and a new may therefore pr opely be al called 
the it and ſecond, whatever Mr | 
the contrary, The Covenant of Grace was "ag 


deed AN long before * Promiſe ; for to 
Abraham 


| „ 57 . 
Abrabam and bis Seed were the promiſes made, 
Gal, iii. 7 Sear be old Covenant of Warks was 


in being e new Covenant of 

Grace; * W — Iroves 1 to be a figura- 

tive 7 flamentary and Church Covenant, it will 

then be time enough to det an Anſwer to 
it. 


Conformity to the moral 1 is.to be, fa ys 
our Author, till preſſed after from Goſpel Prin. 
ciples to Goſpel Ends. I am glad he is ſo. good 
a Friend to dry Morality as fome call it; 


I agree with him ſome ſound in the pod 


bam he honours; that Men are not meer Ma- 


ehines:: But I cannot agree with either about 


Sinai's Covenant; becauſe I do verily believe 
it to bet the covenant of Works, fot Fa Reaſons, 
the firſt is, for as many as are of the works 
of the Law, are under the Curſe ;, for 1 5 

written, . Curſed is every one that continueth not in 


all things written in_the Boot of tht. Law to do 


them, Gal. iii; 10. The other ninz J leave to 


i ” 
another dane „ 
” ” 4 _ * a # % 
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of the Covenant of Rederiprion Con- 
* 


OW this comes to be called a — 
— gives = Scripture Proof. Re- 
mpt 


| ion, r. N. from the Hebrew Root 
[be Redeeme w4 ft e * recover. Thus it is to 
read 


4 


4 


take my word for it 
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read Hebrew by the Light of Nature; youtnay 

ME. If at [hr dome 
hath no mote of the nature of a Hebrew Roof, 
than Horſe-Radiſb, they being both of Eng- 
liſd growth. The Thought he aimed at, ſup- 
poſing him to know Hebrety, was this ; that 
the word Redemption in Hebrew coming from 
the Hebrew Root h gaal, in Engliſh, be re- 
deemed, ſignifieth to recover, (he ſhould: have 
faid recovery) 3 but what the wiſer ate men of 
mean capacities for all this? It is true, that 
this Hebrew Root is well render'd in Engl 


(be redeemed) but fo it may likewiſe be ren- 


dered (the Author knows what I mean) in 
Niphal, be atfiled binge, and in Piel and Hi. 
phil, he polluted, or he dſiled; but theſe things 
are of no great uſe to a congregational Church; 
*tis of much mbre moment to know that the 
Redemption purchaſed by Chrift, puts us only 
into a Capacity of being recovered and ſet at 
liberty out of our Captivity ; and that he who 
will not believe the Goſpel, but chuſes ſtill to 
be a ſlave, *tis his own fault if he miſſes the 
Benefit of Chriſt's Redemption: The price of 
which was the Blood of him who was both 
God and Man in one Perſon, Heb, ix. 12, and 
Ido acknowledge that infinite Wiſdom found out 
this Ranſom, an infinite perſon to be a Kinſman 
and Redeemer. * ro 

But I can't go along with our Author in his 
ſaying, Fob, an .carly Saint, doth elegantly 
expreſs his Faith in this Myſtery, (Chap. xix. 25.) 


d There is another Word for Redemption in Hebrew, 
(M12 Pidh-jon read twice, P/. xlix. and Exod. xxi. 30. 
to which it cannot here be applied, 


1 


. L 
4 know ibat Gaali liveth. For, firſt, I wonder 
that thoſe who ſcruple to give the Title, of 
Saint to any of the Apoſtles, ' make none to 
give it to Job, who could not be a Saint in 
the Goſpel ſenſe of the Word, that is, a Chri- 
Jian. Neither, Secondly, doth it appear to me 
throygh the whole Book, that Jab had any 
more Knowledge of a Redeemer in the Goſpel 
ſenſe of the Word, than he had of Printing; 
tho' our Tranſlation, ver/e 23. makes him 
wiſh that his Words were printed in a Boot; for 
Printing was not invented ſome Thouſands of 
Years afterwards, it muſt mean de/cribed or en- 
grauen in a Book. Thirdly, Job could not ſay, 
my Redeemer livetb in the Goſpel ſenſe, as he 
was Man, above 2000 Years before he lived or 


Was . | 
If with Pineda, and ſome much more antient 
Commentators, it be allowed, that 70h had a tra- 
ditional Knowledge of the Promiſe of the Me/- 
fab, and that tis certain as to his Divinity; 
He. ever lives, is the living God; yet it is more 
prokable, that Job, by Redeemer, might mean 
God the Father, by which Title he is often cal- 
led in Scripture, ſee Pſ. xix. 14. Pf. Ixxviii. 35. 
and in many other places. Liveth, in the pre- 
ſent Tenſe, ſays our Author, it is ſo in Exgliſo; 
but if he means it is ſo in the 1 tis lome- - 

what unfortunate, for the Hebrews have no 
preſent Tenſe for their Verbs, tho they have for 
the Participle Benoni; therefore in the Origi- 
nal it ſignifies living, But when he was in the 
parſing — wonder he did not parſe 
Caoli, becauſe there is a poſſeſſive Pronoun 
lies in the end of that Word fo ſnug, that a 
N whole 
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whole congregational Church may go over it 


twenty times and never find it out. 


Redemption, ſays Mr. N. muſt neceſſarily. be 
effectual to reach its Ends; that-is no Redempti- 
on that brings not back the Captive. What! 
whether the Captive will or no? If a Man pays 
the Debt of all the infolvent Debtors in any 
Priſon, is it not effeftual, and doth it not reach 
the end of his Bounty, unleſs he pulls out by 
force every inſolvent Debtor that has a mind 
to ſtay in Priſon, after his Debt is paid. A# 


' Reaſon, Mr. M. and not put your Readers off 


with ſaying, Thoſe that can ſatisfy themſelves that 


ſuch are redeemed that eternally periſh, ſpeak as 


good ſenſe' if they ſay, their Lands are redeem- 
ed that are by Law and Juſtice kept out of their 
Poſſeſſion. If they be Copy-hold, and they re- 
fule to take them up after due Notice given, 
the Lord of the Mannor may keep them out of 
7% en both by Law and Juſtice: And if the 
e Freebold forfeited by Rebellion, if they wil 
not come and accept of them upon the Terms 
of their Pardon, *tis but juſt they ſhould be 
kept out of them. I think this is very good ſenſe, 
and I aſſure you I can never, on this head, 
take up with your /eyſe in expeunding Scrip- 
ture, and repreſenting the Deſign of Chr: 
nity in ſo odd a diſguiſe ; for all Chriſtians are 
the Children of God by Faith in Feſus Chriſt, Gal. 
j11,16, and Chriſt has thereby ihe whole Glory of 


a compleat Redeemer, 


CHAP, 
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CH r. . 
Of the Covenant of GR ACE con- 
3 


ROM the Covenant of Redemption with 
Chriſt, * ſays Mr. N. flows a Covenant of 
abſolute Grace /o the Redeemed: Prove that 
if you can; by what hath been ſaid, I believe 
*tis plain, that the Reader ought not to Ws 
your bare word for it: Jae freeh 
Grace does not prove it; if by abjolu a — 
mean an irreſiſtible Grace, for vl Grace here 
meant, is the Goſpel, thro* the preaching of 
which, Men are called to the Faith, and w 
they embrace that Call, are ſaid to be j iſe 
ed freely by his Grace, and in this ſenſe 
the Grace of God that bringeth Salvation is 40. 
Jute, there being nothing either in Jew or Gen- 
tile, which made them worthy of this Revela- 
tion, x, any Condition 5 my on their 
t it might reached to them; and 
=» I come — the ye * 
ſhall obſerve the — — of thoſe who main- 
tain,that Zuſtification is an AZ of G free Grace 
wherein be pardoneth all our fins; d and if there 
was an eternal Grant from the Father to the Son 
a Redeemer, that upon condition be laid down his 


© Where is this Covenant to be found in Scripture ? 
v A/emblie; Catechiſm. Queſt. 33. 


Life 


er of Tuſtification, 1 


ä £6 J:. 
Life a Ranſom, bis redeemed (by the by, that is 

all Chriſtians) /hould have eternal life freely, Tit. 
1. 2. Can any be ſo void of ſenſe as to believe 
there are no Conditions required of the Redeem- 
ed; or, that the Faith required is not an ope- 
rative Faith, productive of good Works, not 
barely a ſtout Belief, whereas it fignifics only 
Truſt or Faithfulneſdt. 

The remedial Promiſe, not new Law Cove- 
nant, as he vajnly calls it, was made to Adam 
after his Fall; and God grants free Remiſſion of 
fin and eternal life, not by way of abſolute Pro- 
miſe, (but upon Condition of Faith and Re- 
pentance) tb a Redeemer. What Mr. N. calls 
abſolute and amazing Orace ! is the Grace of 
the Goſpel, tho he miftakes it for irreſiſtible 
Grace, and tells us, a conditional Promiſe is a 
Bar put to ſuſpend the Benefit promiſed upon that 
Condition, until the Condition be performed ; and 
yet we are as ſyre as the Bible can make us, 
that upon the non-performance of Faith, i. e. 
Faithfulneſs and good Works, tbe Promiſe is 
of no force: For the Promiſe (made to Abraham) 
was not made to him or to his ſeed through (or by 
vertue of their obedience to) the Law, but tbr“ 
Kon by vertue of) ibe n Faitb, 

om. iv. 13. otherwife Faith, or Faithfulneſs 
is made void; and where Faith is oppoſed to 
Works, it is the Works of the Law. For 
what does it profit, my Brethren, tho* a man ſay 
be bath Faith and have not Works (to evidence 
his Faith) can (ſuch a naked, fruitleſs) Faith 
ſave bim I am reſolved to take the A poſtle's 


f James ii. 14. 


and 
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m eee alntels 
believe, that 10bat Cod f bis meer Grace, (i. e. 


Favour) abſolute! i made ſurt to ws 
no other way. 11 will tally beg the aſſiſtance 
of God's holy Spirit to —. me to comply 
with the Apoſtle St. Paz!'s Exhortation. There- 
fore my deloved Brethren, be ye fr unmo ve 
able, almays abounding in the work of 'the Lord, 
foraſmach as ye how, that your labbur is not 
in vain in the - I do conſider Faith as 
M Work and not as àa meer Belief; and think no 
rolling on Chriſt without ſuch à Faith, will 
carry me to Heaven. Thefe: Creatute-A#s, 
as he calls them, were tho very neceſia- 
ry in St. Paul's days, and think to the full 
as neceſſary noww.r, 
I am not at all the tefs in Love with them 
for Mr. Is calling them Sparts of their ouwy: 
Fire, I think: all ſerious Chriſtians, are well 
— with thoſe Sparks far the promiſe. 1 
w nothing of cloſing in with. ax. Olye#7 by 
pure Faith, as he calls it. Pare:#aith- is to 
me, like a Tree without Fruit, and is not 
what the Scripture calls Faith: in. Jeſus Chriſt. 
And — St. Paal faith, = whrketh ot, 
but belie vet h on him that juftafietb\ the ung | 
that is, he hath not any thing on —_— 
which be can be deemed righteous by vertut 
of his Works; does this — Obedience 
from having any dung do do in the Af- 
fair of Juſtification? doth not the ſame Apo- 
ſtle order us to. work out our Sakvbtion; and 
this muſt be by Faith in Chriſt, and obedience 


bd 1 Cor, xv. 58. * Rom. iv. 5. 


to 
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to his Commandments and God thus juſtifies 


the ungodly, repenting of, and engaging 10 5 


ceaſe from theit Ungodlineſs, wy! 

All thoſe, ſays Mr. N, given to Chriſt to re- 
deem, John xvil. 6. included in the ſecret Decree, 
were all abſolutely redeemed by bim, and are there- 


by under that rouge 0 eternal Life lecrety. 
es granted to Chriſt, T L. 2. Hb. ſecretly, 
how can he, or any one, ——— it. But if all 
given Chriſt to redeem, were all abſoldtely 
redeemed, how came Judas to be loſt ? 9 
the Guard here put in by you, relieve y 
How do we know that he was not inclu 44 
the ſecret Decree ? tis certain he was given to 
Chriſt, and can we think God would have 


given him any that was not in the ſecret De- 


cree ? Abſolutely redeemed is an amſcriptural 
Phraſe, St. Paul was a ſtranger to it, and by 
the Faith of God's Eleft *, He means. the 
Faith of all Chriſtians, who are the Seed to 
whom #he Promiſe is ſure, Rom. iv. 16. and 
are all put in a Capacity of being ſaved 
through Chriſt, but not one more than ano- 
ther abſolutely redeemed... | 
'When the Spirit applies the Benefits of Reg 

tion, be thereby gives, ſays Mr. N. vital Uni 
to Chriſt ; then are they taken into the Bond, 
Right, all are ſo, joung and old, when right- 
ly and carefully baptiſed. Baptiſm is the Bond 
of this open Covenant of Grace, and if Parents 
were daly apprized of this, they would run 
Twenty Miles, rather than n le to have 
their Children baptized by 4 dert Mini- 
ſter; eſpecially thoſe 1 are not an 


. 


Anabaptiſts 
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Anabaptiſts, When 2hus taken into the Cove- 


4 he, is. 4 Marriage-Contra#:: 

This is right again, but are all ſaten in thus 
contracted ox no? if all, then all have an equal 
Right to the Promiſes, and none are more 
abſolutely redeemed than another; if they are 


not all thus contracted, then it follows, that 


the El:# may finally periſh, for ſuch only are 
taken into the Bond of- this open Covenant of 
Grace: Hence, ſays Mr. NM, there are many 
Promiſes. that ſeem” ſo carry 4 Condition in tbem. 

I wiſh he would inſtance a Scripture-Promiſe 


that does not, I am ſure that to ſuch as love 
bim, truſt in bim, | fear bim, abey bim, keep bis 


Covenant, hope in his Mercy, carry the Condi- 
tion along with them, if there be any ſignifi- 
cancy in Words; and I can't help thinking 
that they farm an Objett for Faith firſtly and de- 
rectiy to cloſe in,\with ; and it does not follow, 


that becauſe the firſt Grace (i. e. Favour) was 


abſolute, in the ſenſe I have explained it, that 
therefore all the Promiſes are without any 
Condition ; neither can I conceive of what uſe 


the Aſſiſtance of God's holy, Spirit can bet 


8 
&. V > o 


any Chriſtian under abſolute Promiſes. | ,_ 


0 H A P. vl. 
The Viſible Seals 7 Covennt: Relation | 


1 H IS Chapter moſtly concerns the Aus- 

| baptiſts, and till Mr. NM. proves that ei- 

# hes he or they have any Power or Authority 

to apply the Viſible Seals, we need not trouble 

BE our ſelves much about it; let our Author 

{I prove his Office-Power if he can; let him 

| clear himſelf of what the Prophet charges up- 
on Hananiah. Hear now Hananiah the Lordi 

. bath not ſent thee, but thou makeſt 'this People 

\4 truſt in a lie, Jer. xxviii. 15. I will take no 

| advantage here, tho* our Author lies open in 

5 every Page; 1 ſhall only inform him that 

1 St. Cyprian, in a Cour eil of 66 Biſhops about 
. | 150 Years after the Apoſtles, held, that to 
4 JIE ſiuffer an Infant to die unbaptized, was to en- 
i 3 danger it's Salvation; which they, and many 
0 . other Fathers, grounded upon Fobn iii. 5. ex- 
| cept a Man (in the original tis except a Perſon, 
or except One +, com of Water, and of the 
Spirit, he cannot | enter into the Kingdom of God. 
And tho? we think it imports not an abſolute 
impoſſibility of Salvation for a Child by miſ- 
chance dying unhaptis d; yet that it imports 


* 


i I be. an impoſſibility of Salxation to be had, accor- 
- Ws | ding to God's) ordinary Rule and Declaration, 


t | any other way than by Baptiſm, appears to me 
| 


j ' - 
( | * thi 8 or Child; 
very 
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24 plain. Let ſuch as go this Rule, 

exclude the fore of | Chriſtians, who 
ate not in their unſcriptura! Covenant, from 
Baptiſm, anſtwer for tbemſelues, I ſhall not un- 
dertake to anſwer for them: Eſpecially for Mr. 
N. who imagines that Baptiſm coming in che 
room of Circumciſion, is an unanſwerable 


| r againſt the Anabaptiſts, Who will 


firſt ſet him to prove that it does, and when 
he has (as he thinks) proved it, they will 
ask, how come the Female Sex to be admit- 
ted into the new Covenant, ſince none were 
admitted into, or had the Seal of the old Co- 


venant. He needs be in no pain, others have 


much better Arguments, than he can urge, 
to conviace rede Ne. wo 


CHAP. VII 


Of CALLING ef 


CALLING, ſays Mr. N. is (2.) Indira] 
and effeftual upon the Heart: It is ſo, but 
not by irre/iſtible Grace, elſe, the many called, 
Mat. xxii. 14. would neceſſarily be alſo choſen. 
And I cannot underſtand how this calling doth 
= > ſuppoſe 4 Willingneſs or Power in fallen Man 
ly with it. Becauſe our blefſed Lord 


b. y told us that it doth, by ſaying, 


and ye would not ? Is this, Mr. N, meer tri- 
fling with Scripture? 1 know of none beſide 


* Mat, xxiii. 37. 


Lg Calvinift, <p 


Prov. i. 24. al Iſa. Ixv. 1 
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Calvinifts, who ſay, that a bare Aſent, or, in 
our Author's Language, pure Faith, is all 


that's required; and that this muſt be wrought. 
by ſome poſitive. Influx. To an enquiring Soul, 


the Scriptural Anſwer at hand is, Believe in (on 
Mr. N. quotes it) the Lord Jeſus; and thou 


ſhalt be ſaved . And it is graxted that the Spi- 


rit works the Grace of Faith, and ſtrengthens the 
Faculty to af ; but not irreſiſtibly, Tor then 
there would be no occaſion to perſwade a ſoul 
to believe, where the Faculty muſt comply, 
and ſtands in need of no other means to do it. 
Neither is the effettual Call, in our Author's 
ſenſe, * roved from 1 Theſ. | ji. 13. but (as it 


i in Truth) the word of God, which effeftually 


worketh alſo in you that believe. It is certain 
that it effetually worketh in thoſe that believe, 
but not by abſolute or irreſiſtible..Grace. For 
God bath ſaved us (i. e. deſigned us for ſal- 
vation, 1 Theſ. v. '9.) and (in purſuance to 
that deſign ach lle us with an holy Calling, 


not according to our Works, but according to bis 


on Purpoſe and Grace, (ſee Tit. ini. 5, 6.) 
which was given (i. e. determined to be given) 
us in Chriſt before the World began 7. | 

I am to learn what Mr. N. means by com- 
mon legal convictions of fin. I hope he does not 
call any Conviction that proceeds .from the 
hearing of the word of God read or preach- 


ed, a legal Condiction. I allow that God lets 


in to the Mind of a ſinner, ſometimes a ſpi- 
ritual ſupernatural Light; but it is by a mo- 
ral, not FR Operation ||. The Account 


Adds xvi. t 2 Tim. i 9. See 


this 


hy (69-3. 
this Author gives us of his own Converſion, 
or Experience, I muſt call it rank Enthufiaſm, 
it is an Impetus, of which neither he nor any 
of his People can give any rational Account“; 
and ſupports them againſt all the Aſſaults of 


Scripture and Reaſon ; for to what purpoſe is 


it to adduce either againſt them who think 
they have the Spirit, which is above Reaſon. 
And as one has deſcribed it, and ſeems to be 
what our Author admits : That at firſt 
« gloomy Melancholy dwells in their Coun- 
<< tenances, and perhaps poſſeſſes their Souls, 
Mr. N. calls it the black fin of unbelief,) 
and then a faint Ray diſplays it ſelf; ſome- 
& times they are upon the brink of Diſpair 
« and at —.— times they conclude all is well 
4% with them, to uſe their own Cant. They 
4 continue under theſe Agitations, till either 
«© Deſpair forces them to make away with 
* themſelves ; or till their Hopes chance ſo 
« far to overcome their Fears, that th 
* think they feel the darkneſs gradually dif- 
% ſipating, and ſee the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
beginning to appear; they feel (as Mr. 
NM. hints at it) the ſtruggles of the Babe of 
Grace in the place of the bringing forth of 
* Children, a paſſage of the Prophet imperti- 
« nently applied by them to this purpoſe, 
* and they can tell you the critical Minute 
when they were delivered.” Now the 
French Prophets had all theſe Agitations to a 


*-I have heard of ſome that ridicul'd the Mechanical | 


— who were ſo much Maſters: of the Crafs of 
their ies, that they could work themſelves into theſe 
Exerciſes. - | : 


much 


\ 
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much greater Degree, and yet we all know they 
were mere cheats, and diabolical Deceivers, and 
under a powerful Deluſion, And for ſome 

Dilſemters to make this the depth of the My- 
Nery, the diſtinguiſhing Privilege of thoſe of 
their way, is too much (I'm ſorry for it) re- 
ſembling thoſe French Miſcreants. "EY 
The uncommon Influences of the Spirit 
were withdrawn many Centuries ago, when 
the extraordinary Purpoſes for which, the 
were vouchſafed, were ſufficiently cy 
and the Converſions of St. Paul, &. are at- 
tended with Circumſtances too ſingular to be 
drawn into a Precedent by any other, eſpe- 
cially where Chriſtianity has been ſo long = 
feſſed: But how ſhall we convince theſe Men 
of this dangerous Deluſion, here's the hard 
Task, you can't make them ſenſible of the 
Prevalency of thoſe animal Fervors, they 
call Experience, which riſe in proportion to 
the heat of the Brain, and the Motion of the 
animal Spirits, and their Reaſon is ſo captiva- 
ted by their Fancy and Paſſions, that it can- 
not be attacked,” and this renders it almoſt 
1mpoſſible to undeceive them; they being for 
the moſt part, people of ſtronger Fancy than 
Judgment, and whoſe Paſſions ſtretch farther 
than their Reaſon ; and this makes them ſo 
ſuſceptible of animal Impreſſions. But the 
Fathers, and firſt. Preachers of the Chriſtian 
Faith, did not amuſe filly and well meaning 
People, with ſuch fond Stories of unaccount- 
able horrors and deſertions of Soul, „ but 
* turn'd them over, as one expreſſes it, to 
* the teſtimony of their own Conſciences, 
and the ſenſe of their own Integrity, to 
| * preſerve, 
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<< preſerve the quietneſs of their Minds, and 
always confined” the Ordinary Workings of 
«© the Spirit of God, to the Methods of Rea- 
„ fon and Diſcourſe.” 
Primitive Chriſtianity was not acquainted 
with the Phraſe Our Chriſt, in the Senſe it is 
taken by ſome now-a-days. As if Chriſt were 
the Saviour of a ſelect few only, and not of 
all dedicated to him by Baptiſm; every Chriſti- 
an then believed that Chriſt bad Redeemed him 
and all Mantind. They never did allow that 
that could be the Spirit of God that promp- 
ted Men to continue in, and propagate Schiſm, 
a Sin ranked St. Paul, with Murder and 
Adyltery. heſe, and infinite more, are 
« the Vicks and Frenzies of a new-fan gled 
« Divinity, which cenſures and def] ies” 

e but themſelves, as carnal Gofpellers.” 
all conclude this Chapter, with what a ord 
learned writer obſerves on this Head. + Say 
what you will, prove what you can, demonſtrate 
the incoberence of their Notions, and the wildneſs 


¶ their Conceits, they will foil all your Wit and 


carnal Reaſan uh a caution againſt vain Philo- 
ſopby and human Learning, and a diſdainful Re- 
2 upon the natural Man's ignorance in the 


eh ſays he, muſt outwardly pity, and inward- 

ſcorn you : Alas, poor Man! this *tis to be a 
. to the workings of | the Spirit of God, 
and to be ignorant f the Myſteries of the Cove- 
nant of Grate. * What firange Conceptions bas 


age, and the method of CONES, a= 


% Zoom ts af a EX 


** 4 Defence of Ecglefiaſtical Polity, p. 120, 121. 
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things of the Spirit. Their Female Proje- 


the poor Soul of Regeneration, of the Spirit of 
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What 4 comfortable Light have, I, by the Teachs 
ings of the. Spirit, and precious Mr. —— whilſt, 
a. veil of Darkneſs bides theſe gracious : Comforts 
and Privileges, from - the Eyes of this Natural 
Man. 7. — ſays he, they 2 the . 
of Religion. and uphold the Intereſt of 1h 
ty, by the Zeal and Clamour of , that, Sex. 
thing. ſo reſolute as they at holding faſt Sts, Ne 7 
they will die Martyrs 10 their 7 ruth, . before they 
know their Premiſes ; and if they. once chante 10 
faſten upon 4 Propoſition, they will never quit 
their Huld, while they have either Teeth, or 
Tongue. 
Therefore, let all fach as do partake — 
this pretended beavenh Call, remember to 
ſhew —_ the Praiſes of Him that — 
called them out of Darkneſs into bis marve 
Light of the Goſpel, which will ſhew them, 
if not perverted, chat this Frede Ne is 3 
meer Dauer ion. _ 


CHAP. vil 


of JUSTIFICATION: 
© © conſiderd. 


HE term 0 Puſtify) Tays Mr. N. * 

renſic, (Goodman V. and Goody C. 
—— Light had ye when this word was 
pace ! ) as having reſpect to 4 pronounced 
entence of Judgment; it is ſo, but what then? 
Pardon, ſays Mr. N, of all Sin muſt * 

be included i ina Sinuer's free Juſtification. 5 
Ag 


n 


** 
— 
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© dedive but not an AFzal Pardon Which 
is reſerw d to the lat Day, before which no 
Ferſon is diſcharg'd : Th free. Juſtifieation- 
we have here ig 
but ſo as to give a 
whereof we are aſſured, e 
erciſe his utmoſt Rigour, but ſhew all”Favour * 


| Declarateve from God, 
bt to us, vertue _ 
God will not ex- 


and Kindneſs to thoſe, who” by belief of che 
Goſpet- do Repent and Obey. God doth now 
a cu be * alſures him by the” 
will aot puniſh him 

his Repentance, but he Gully — upon 
and Sinner. when he delivers the Perſon upon 
the Tryal-of the great Day, from all the Pe- 
nalties which he hath deſerved for his Sin. So 
that our compleat 7uſtification”and Salvation 
go both upon the ſame Terms. For, arcord- 
ing to his . Mercy be ſaved us by the waſbing of 
Regeneration, ' (i. e. Baptiſm) and renewing” ef 
the Holy Ghoſt *, which be ſhed on us abundantly, 


through through Jejcs Chrif our f. e. 6 ub Cy 


Mr. . 10 would have it wide edc 
Abſolute Grace as unconditional tous ſinners. ow 
how can that be? when the Apoſtle tells us, 
Acts iii. 38, 39. Be it known unto you therefore, 
Men, and Brethren, that thr his Ma i- 


preached unto you the for : of fins. aud 
e e e, the/ ndition) be 


a all age: 2 8 = ap" 1g, | 


75 1 out, ind Erich, * 2 


= 


mn pany the ns 7. the Lord 
N ih 6, r c Gini dots 5 
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it, but Conditional, we 


t; 74 ] 
Ram. ü. 13. For not tbe bearers Fun lese: 


juſt before. God but the Doeri f the.; Law: ſhall: 
| be; f 


4 Are not bere Conditions Mr. NN 
and we = this. ſecures the Fuſti r 8. 
Judge. We ares indeed j juſtify d by Abhſaluta 

Grace as it bgnifies God's. Cinch $7 Favours - 
and Metcy:: But the great Miſtake lies there,» 
that Men ook upon this Grace, not as Iooks: 
ing back only, Yay as looking: forward to our 

whale Cheiſhan Converſatien, as if is/imy 

ed an Abſolution from the Tenor of the Co- 
venant of Grace, whereas it doth only; juſtify. 

us from the fig committed againſt the Cove- 


namt of Workaz. it puts us in a Capacity af 
2 pardoned which we were not before; 
ves us aſterwards to be Abſolved ar: 


Condemned, as we obey, perform or violate 
che Conditions of the new. Covehant. Faith 


puts us in the Way, and if we live up to it, 


in the State of tion too ; it gives us a 
preſent: Right to Salvation. But it is by living 


by, and ſuitably to, this Faith that we receive 


the end thereof, which is the Salvation of dur 
Souls. Grace imports here, God's Favour and 
kind. Affection to us, and Men liut (obliged: 
to work aut their. Salvation with fear: aud trim 
Ming) are not yet actually ſaved, but called 
to a State of Salvation by it. Now, tho“ this 
Grace is not abſolute in our Author's ſenſe of 
2 
yet ſince that Faith is not of ourfelves, 

the G of God, and thar i it N ear 
that is, Favour, that this Act of Faithi\which 


deſerves nothing, is imputed to us for Righ- 


teouſneſs, it is certain that we are juſt iſ9*d by 
his Grace. | 
4410 » 1 With 


9 


2 18.5 be 


Apoſtle contradict himſelf and ſpeak ſcarce 


% O! 


6 L 7 
Wich this Key, an ordinary Reader may 


| Chapter, ſpecially chat g that grand Miſtake of ma- 


ongemnation to 

- uy kN Righ- 
8 1 

1 Fee acc 2 


king the impu 
be of anger 


tou refs 10.7, 
e Hf 


ace 
775 Sch 


he adds, totbe Sentence of that broken Covenant 5 R 


Even ſs; ys hey faith the Apoſtle, Roch. F. 
og bteouſreſ3 'of on? f Fuflfichtias 
Life; aeco to a ſectet CG ve 
he calls it v wick Chriſt as Redeemer and ſc- 
— How Mr. N. will you ſnottier 
rds, even. be Righteonftiafi- of 

a+ fret Gift" — el eto 0175 
ration "of Lie, Lock te it,, is this Truth | 
in d Plan Dreſs,” or in u Diſguiſe ? is not the 
all of the one” ide of the ſame extent with-the 
al of the other Hide? if not, bow could the 
Apoſtle (ay; verſe 20! Bur whore fin 

Grave did was more honnd; With what pro- 
piety” can it be ſaid,” with reſpect to à few 


F among Adum' Nate, that Grace diu 


much mort — This were to make the 


'Serfe'; Mr. N. if this is not wa 
ing T know not what it is te warp. Take 


word Elen, as it undoubtedly imports,” for 


all Chriſtians and the Text" clears u 
and is reſtored to itſelf; but with 


r. Ns 


1 take e of al the reſt of ſs A 


0 If it be 1 * came * has the Som ? 


» Me 


mant, a3 


"Comment it is ſtark-ſtaring Nonſenſe, and here 


CHAP. 


— 2 Unreaſonabeneſs of Separation. pag 331, 


. 
2 H Vibe Na 22757 
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EINE he: a *. rag | 
laſt Chapter, and not willing to Aſit it 
again till called upon, I think fit; here toſac- 
quaint che Reader wich what J forgot to ob- 
erve then, to wit, that Time and greater 
vantages of Information, have convinced 
Men; that St. Paul ſpeaks of Works preverhn 

Faith, and St. James of thoſe Works that f 
low Faitb, they being of Neceſſity in order | 
to a continuance in a State of Tuftification, and 
— from our final Condemnation. This 
8 I want to know in what Senſe 

can be ſaid to be ſanctified or. ſet apart 

to — Uſes, or dedicated unto holy. Orders in pt 
whey or Service of God, who ne ver was ſanc- 
= — apart, nor dedicated unto Holy Or- 
„by any Lawful Authority. Can a Club 
Let or of any Lay-men do this ? 
Shew me Scripture for it if you can, Mr. N. 
I am ſure you cannot. Conſider better of it, 


and abhor the ſacrilegious Uſurpation. I am 


a5 certain, ſays the Learned Biſhop *Stilling fleet, 
— Chriſt never gave. the People ſuch an unal- 


ſerable ght of Cha 9 ing their own , Miniſters 3 
e, that 


as I am, ſays hriſt deſigned to have 
the Peace and Unity of the Church preſerved. | 


And 


wo ͤ „ 


1, » ns bs . in has So At EE 


— 


Q- 


ty 


if | have no, unalterable t to- 
dad. 8 e ary e 
confer, Holy Orders. 


5 Fe 1 to 54 this paſs, how. comes * N to 
lay to ſandtify,; is to A friggin of 
be, into Man; and that Cad ſets a- 
part them he makes Godly, ace 6 Pate Phi Palm 


iv. 3. Since there is not a word 
king them Godly,. in all this Pſalm. The 4 — 
are, The, Lor 37 4 apart bim that is (not 


mak .F : 
nh Eben 


q 
is apy to ſay, . 1 
elefted,. attains to the . Virtue, and Fr, 
which, is in ons of the Elec, it is not Holineſs in 
the firmer, though "lis. ſo in the. latter. Now, 
ſays the mene Mr Stebbing; 44% This pla- 


2 4 3: part at lf, not upon 
{the bern Qua nu of Men. 255 in 

e Decree of 88. concert gin uture - 
TY ition, is] concen Oey ai in ache 


ec "Definition of 2 e. * pete Lon 
mould include the 90 1800 
255 Wy Sas that ißt a Subje& 8 7 15 0 
1 95 ful in nine Service, and 20 
nour, yet 15 1 Fot 3 5 Nh 

[2 «the wn day of 9 4 P Ten l 
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& ſome how: 


oe. T0781 
Mr. M turns it to the Wl of "Gods and quo 
the fame Tris thiey quote for it Tow} moi 
The Santification mentionectf dere, pi 55 
Miraculons Effuſlons of che Holy Ghoſt, chat 
attended the” Apoſtle's n 
Aid ah ma 46/embidce f u ad ge 
, whith are now craſed; and by theſe, 
95 had fo 1 , Bom y (of St. irs ach- 
Y "choſen 10 bealomant 4 Seat (ke. 
992 79 E of being ſaved); For the 
doth not Kere* ſpeak of "hy abe Eleffion 


we WI Church of the Thej/alorizans to tet. 
nal Life, becauſe he ould have” no certain 
Knowlege of it“, or if he had, he could not 
have beet under any juſt grounds of Fear, as 
we find he Was, Je, by . ſome Metis the Tempt er 


Huld bive lempted them, ani bs lufpur be in vain 


them, 1 Theſ. il. 5. St. Pan! did not, 
Edays, think thofe Ext ſo ſe- 
cute from falling, as that his Labour thuld 
not! be in vain among them, But Mr. NM. 
thikes Sandification to confift br der certain Qua- 
e put into 7 all'at once by an Al- 
e Aﬀſentbly enthly calls it 1 * 

1035 . 6 But as the Ingeniouy 
very Well obferves, e Ihe 
* rte ee us to 55 Hole » this 
« would be a ran e ſort of eres Sq 
«*  Holirieſs 4.8 8 1 ing which js if us'd 
4 jnto us b Almight Operation of rhe 
« Spirit.” And ſome are fo nd of Grace 
and Godlineſs, under this Idea, that they think 
they have no need of Vertue. But, tho' our 
Saviour died. to expiate our Sins, yet (God 


* Sce Woithy's Annot, 
5 knows 


VS 


Nee Ke 


| Duty 0 
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known), he never intended to 5575 om Du- 
, im, 


Purifyin ard * 1. 
pots ORE Gt s Were. 4 . mae a pure 
ple by the . of the Goſpel, and gon- 


ferring on them the miraqulous Giſt of the 


2 en eee did to the a 


I know of none hut Deilts, ko think Cis 
Thy. gn and of ooh, bet Djs 2 ſuch, 2 
2 re 2 e of Rel gon, vor 


for any 


t 'tis certain, that all the Duties of Re- 


or Inſtruments. of Moral Goodneſs, and I 
will let this Author 1 into a Secret, chat Grace 
and Vertue, in one Senſe, is one and the ſame 
„andi that the Yoga? is the. Grace. of God 

that 725 Salvatian, Ti. ii. 1 l. that the whole 
Man conſiſts in being Vixtuous; and all 

that is enjoyn'd him beſide, is in order to it, 
nd attended with ſuch Credential, as may 
tisfy the moſt obſtinate Infidel, that they 


are not contraty to Reaſon. St. Faul did not 


diſcourſe to Felix of the workings of the Spi 
rit, of Regeneration, c. but of Righteou/- 
neſs, Temperance, and Judgment to come, 


and it were more for the —— Welfare of 


Souls, if there were more practical and leſs 
ſpeculative Points (preached up; for when Mer 
have ſet aſide all manner of Vertue, let 
them tell me (ſays one) what remains to be 
called Grace, 


+ Acts xv. 9. 


lation, in which they diſagree | 
even with Diſſuers, and all Cult. 45 4 


igion (even the Credenda) are either Inſtances | 


God © 


% \ 


8 | 
__ ſays our Author, mdy” Mau? bis va 
Children JW leave bim, a8 he did Franks 
Spira. What! finally to periſh, as he did by: 
| Deſpair? 1 thought hefe Wi was no fear of af 
by our Author's Doctrine. T will give Mr. 
an Inſtance nearer Home, of that Son yy 3 
Perdition, Maj ; Weir, who was up to the 
Ears in our Author's Doctrine, and pray'd 
all that came near him into Ripkaresy which; 
they, and others, miſtook for thAlnfluences: - 
of the Holy Ghoſt, till the WPretch was und 
8 and burnt. And now Mr. N. is it gt 
very diſmal when *the Doctrine of God's Rich 
. i thus abuſed? neither can I ſee how 
vou 2 et rid of your own, Ohjection, that 
the Holy $ grieves, mourns, and weeps for 
Sin; a wonder to hear you ſay, That the. 
Spirit works al Grace in us, and yet that it is 
inconſiſtent be ſhould fo operate in a rational Soul; 
for if the having certain Qualities infuſed, or 
put into the Soul by an irreſiſtible Pomer, be 
eſſential to SanZification or Holineſs, it till be 
bard to offer, ſays Mr. Stebbing, a good Reaſon 
to any Man that has à mind to be Cas 1 
ee e 5 
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of GLORIFICATION 


Conſidered. | 


IN this Chapter, Ma. N. re a 22 
not in a true, but in ſuch a Lale as will 
beſt ſuit his own aſſerting, that 
Adam was ſet up as Lord of the lde 1 pre- 
Figure bim that was to come in buman Nature, 


84 


the great Lord of Glory himſelf. But how does 
he prove that he was /et up for this end? This, 


is a plain begging of the Queſtion, and never 
can be _ z and vB. Mr. N. was 
wiſe enough to paſs it over, without 


Attempt- 
ing to prove it. God's Ele, ſays our Author, 


was choſen in bim (1. e. Chriſt) as head. They 


were ſo, but not in his reſtricted Senſe of the 


word Ele, Take it as it ought to be taken, 

for all Chriſtians, and it declares God's abun- 

dant Love, ſets forth Chriſt's, diffuſive Chari- 

. to the whole Race of Mankind ; all upon 
reat 


ion-bottom, as he calls it, that halicue- in 


Chriſt, were intended for, and put in a a gt 
city of obtaining, an higher Clay, and ſi 
Pate of Life, Glory, and Immortality, as ſbould-be 
above all poſſibility of becoming mortal any more. 
Mr. N. ſpeaking: of the. words, raiſed in 
Power, adds, ſome of the : Fathers. haue though. 


(themſelves) able to move the Globe of the | 


World with their Foot; but that, ſays he, 1 
| M know 
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know not yet. The good Man has ventur'd 
out of his depth here. For Archimedes, an 


| ingenious Heathen, who lived above 200 


Years before Chriſt was born, and conſequent- 
ly rfiuch longer before any Chriſtian Father 
was born; was the only Father who ſaid, 
Aog ws ow i. e. Let me have but a place to 


ſtand on, and I will turn the World which way 


I pleaſe. But tho? this Obſervation may do 
our Author great Honour amongſt his Men of 
mean Capacities, I can't ſee of what Service 
it can be to his Cauſe. | 
Nor can I conceive how P/al. xlv. g. can 


be a proof, that the Saints being firſt abſolved, for 


the greater Solemnity of this Aſfize, ſhall ſit in 
all their Glory-Robes at the King of Glory's 
Right band, ſhining as in Gold of Ophir. Nor 
how it comes that Believers have an indefeazible 
Rig ht and Title ſettled upon them by Grace here ; 
ſeeing Perſeverance to the end, -and being 
faithful unto Death *, are by our Lord him- 
ſelf made the Conditions of Salvation, and 
of receiving from his hands the Crown of Life ; 
nor do I rightly apprehend Mr. N's meaning, 
when he ſpeaks of the Admiration of thoſe, 
who, he ſays, are ſaved by Sovereign Grace, 
thro* the blood of the Lamb. Sovereign Grace, 
I take to be Favour, Mercy, and Goodneſs in a 
Sovereign, who confers ſomething beneficial 
upon us freely, and without any Obligation 
and that it doth not diminiſh from the Abſo- 
luteneſs of the Sovereignty, or from the Effcac 
of the Grace of God, to believe that it doth 


not influence Chriſtians with ſuch an efficacy 


* Rev. ii, 20, 


as 


L 83 ] 
as cannot be reſiſted; becauſe if it did, this 
would entirely deſtroy the Morality of every | 
Act, and take away the whole Nature' of 

Virtue and Vice, and render the Afize at the 
Great Day alt uſeleſs, or unjuſt ; yea, 
directly oppolite to the Revelation of tbe | 
righteous Judgment of God , who will render i 


to every Man according to his Deeds; to them x 

who, by patient continuance in well-doing, ſeek 
for Glory, and Honour, and Immortality, ter- | 
nal 3 but unto them that are contentious, | 
and do not obey the truth, but unrighte- | 
ouſneſs; indignation and wrath ;, tribulation and | 
| 


| , - anguiſh upon every Soul of Man that doth evil, 
| of the Few firſt, and alſo of the Gentile. But 5 
lory, honour, and peace to every Man that | 
worketh good, to the Few firſt, and alſo to the | 
And with this I conclude my Remarks 
upon Mr. N*s Performance; the moſt ma- 4 
terial Paſſages of which, I think, I have | 
ſufficiently conſidered; and do now ſubmit 
it to the Conſideration of every impartial 
and unbiaſs'd Reader, having no Favour to 
ask of thoſe, who have but one Anſwer to 
all Arguments that don't pleaſe themz to 
wit, that it is carnal Reaſon with which they - 
ſecure themſelves againſt the Atracks of 
that can be ſaid, to undeceive them. If 
any one thinks fit to take the ſame Freedom 
with my Remarks, that I have done with 
Mr. N's. Book, let him write conſiſtently, 
and with Chriſtian Decency, and he may 


4 Rim. il, 5, 6, 7. & 
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affuredly command my. Attendance ; whoſe 


hand in writing agamſt Mr. N, hath been 
| — dy no other Confideration no other. 


except that of ' Truth, and a hearty 
endeavour to undeceive ſome well —_— 


but miſguides, People. 
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APPENDIX. 


A ſhort View of the Judgment of two 
Emment Wgemes ee 
Biſhop Hoo RR and Biſhop La- 
TIMER, uitb regard to what 
Mr. N. calls Foundation Points. 


| ND firſt, that the Doctrine of Abſo- 
lute Decrees was unknown to thoſe Holy 
" © Martyrs, does evidently appear, from 
the Preface to a Book, written by Jobn Hooper, 
afterwards Biſhop of - Glouceſter, containin 
An Expoſition of the Ten Commandments, 
publiſh'd Anno 1550. Viz, ** That Cain was 
c no more excluded from the Promiſe of 
« Chriſt, till he excluded himſelf, than 
& Abel; Saul, than David; Judas than 
& Peter; Eſau, than Jacob: That the threat- 
© nings of God againſt Eſau (if he had not 
of his willful Malice excluded himſelf 
& from the Promiſe of Grace) ſhould no 
© more have hindred his Salvation, than God's 
« threatnings againſt Nineveb, &c. That it is 
* not a Chriſtian Man's part to ſay, that 
© God hath written fatal Laws, as the Stoick ; 
* and with neceſſity of Deſtiny, violently 
* pulleth 


L 36 J 
« pulleth the one by the hair into Heaven, 


« and thruſteth the * head- long into Hell, 


* that the Cauſe of Rejection, or Damnati- 
aon, is fin in Man, (N. B. Mr. N. reſolves 
it into an Act of God's Sovereign Wil) 
* which will not hear, neither receive the 
* Promiſe of the Goſpel.” — 
Biſhop Latimer, in a Sermon on the third 
Sunday after Epiphany, ſpeaketh thus, vi. 
« For if they muſt be damned, the Fault is 
* not in God but in themſelves, for it is 
« written, God would have all Men ſhould bg 
e ſaved; but they themſelves procure their 
*« own damnation, and deſpiſe the Paſſion of 
«*« Chriſt, by their own wicked and inordinate 
&« living”. And again, in his 4th Sermon, 
preached in aue r — That Chriſt 
rc ſhed as much blood for Judas, as for Peter; 
* that Peter believed it and therefore was 
« ſaved; that Judas would not believe, 
« therefore was condemned; che fault being 
« in him only, and no body elſe.” 
Secondly, They did firmly believe, that true 
Believers ma away 2nd periſh at laſt. 
2 W of Rejection, or Damnation, 
* (ſaith Biſhop Hooper, in the above quoted 
„ Preface) is Sin in Man, which will not bear, 
© neither receive the Promiſe of the Goſpel ; 
c or elſe after he hath received it, by ac- 
« cuſtomed doing of ill, falleth either into 
© a contempt of the Goſpel, and will not 
* ſtudy to live there-after ; or elſe hateth the 
* Goſpel, becauſe it condemneth his ungod- 
* ly Life.“ And we find Biſhop Latimer 
diſcourſing thus, in his eight Sermon in Lin- 
colnſhire. ** Thoſe Perſons (faith he) that be 


© not come yet to Chriſt, or if they were 
„come 


4 and ſo loſt their Juſtification; (as there be 
„ many of us when we fall willingly into 


J 87 J | 
come to Chriſt, be fallen again from him, 


« Sin againſt Conſcience) we loſe tbe favour 
* of God, our Salvation, and finally the Holy 


« Ghoſt.” And before (Ch. 6.) thus, < but 


« you will ſay (faith he) How ſhall I know 
« that I am in the Book of Life? How ſhall 


« I try my ſelf to be the Elz# of God to 


« everlaſting Life? I anſwer firſt, we may 
&« know that we may be one time in the 
« Book, and another time come out again, as 
« it appeareth by David, who was written 
„ in the Book of Life; but when he ſinned, 
e he at that time was out of the Book of the 
« favour of God, until he repented, and was 
&« ſorry for his Faults: So that we may be 
© in the Book one time, and afterwards, 
„ when we forget God and his word, and do 
& wickedly, we come out of the Book, that 
« js, out of Chriſt, who is the Book.” Add 
to this; that Biſhop Ridley, that moſt emi- 


nent Martyr, who, tis probable, had a great 


hand in drawing up the Articles of the Church 
of England, and who was the ableſt of all 
that advanced the Reformation, both for 
Pigety, Learning, and Solidity of Judgment, 
was of the ſame Judgment with Biſhop Hoop- 
er in the ſubſtantial Points of Religion, as 


appears from a Letter of his to Biſhop Hooper, 


when in Priſon *. And Archbiſhop Cranmer 


was of the ſame Judgment with Biſhop - 


Ridley T. 


* 47; and Monuments, in Edward VI. Fol. 1365. 
} Ibid. Fol, 1702. 
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[ 88] 1 
By this it may eaſily a „ how little 
Rockin Mr. N. had to 3 "I by thoſe Ars - 
ticles and the worthy Labours of the Reformers, ' 

in their Writings yet extant, the Church of 
England may /ee, if ſhe pleaſe, whereabouts he 


now ſtandetb. And now to requite Mr. N*s, 


kindneſs, I will cloſe this Appendix, by ſhew- 
ing the Reader whereabouts He, and thoſe of 
his Principles, Staud; and that from an excel- 
lent Performance*, well worthy to be-peruſed 
by all conſcientious and well-meaning Dif- 
ſenters. 5. 
The firſt Doctrine (ſays my Author) «por 
which they build their Foundation, and by which 
they eſtabliſh a perpetual Empire over all thoſe 
who come to be of their Perſwaſion, and which 
is of the moſt univerſal uſe to them, is the Doc- 
trine of abjolute and irreſpective Decrees of Pro- 
deſtination, about Election and Reprabation. 
For, having firſt laid down, as a Poſiiue, In- 
fallible and Fundamental Truth, that God from 
all Eternity, did Elect a determinate Number to 
Salvation, and that this Number is but ſinall. 
The next thing they have to do, is, to aſſure 
them, who are their Diſciples, that they are of 
this happy Number. — Now the firſt ſtep to this 
Aſſurance, is, to uſe the Means; for Faith comts 
by hearing the word of Gad; ibo (ſays he) if 
this Doctrine of unconditional Decrees be purſued 
to the uttermoſt, thoſe means muſt be either un- 
neceſſary, or nonſenſe, by being the decreed” Con- 
ditions of an unconditional Decree. 7 
“ But they are too wary to reſt here.. 
« Therefore before any one can be aſſured 
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be able to 
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40 ive an account of the exact 
c time of his Converſion, when it was that 
«« he was called of God, and to Gad. The 
« Signs of this Calling are Contrition, Com- 
«6. punction, or a trouble of Mind, ariſing 
« from 2 fight of their loſt Condition, as 
„ they phraſe it; and they who are able to 
« inform them of the time of | this Call; 


ight after 
« my firſt Sleep, (tho? they did but dream 
my firk 
< ſo) it is enough. The Lord was pleaſed 
% % call me; all thoſe. who can do 
„ this, are pronounced, from the Infallible 
6 Chair, to be in a certain State of Election 
&.. the Children and People of God, and after 
50 g time of Probation, (which were needleſs, 
„% ſince they cannot fall away) they are 
4. ſolemaly initiated into their Church, and 
«© enter into a Promiſe never to return back 
$6 ow — of A 1 ns — 
86. ) might as wel red if the 
46 — of their Doctrine be true. Now 
„their great and infallible ſign of Election, 
*+ being a knowledge of the time of their 
£5, Converſion, accompanied with Compuncti- 
4 en and Contrition, a Senſe of Sin, and Sor- 
„ row for it; it is almoſt impoſſible for 
% any Perſon, one time or another, nat to 
* have experienced all this, eſpecially if they 


44 ever met, or been acquainted, with Sick- 
c neſs, Danger, or any remarkable affliftive 
* Accidents; Sin will at one time or other 
appear, not only with its frightful ugli- 

'N « neſs, 
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= [90] 
| & neſs, but with the frightful Attendants off 
& Death, Judgment and Eternity, © © 
%% But after all theſe Agonies of Spirit, 
&« which they make certain Indications of 
& the new Birth....-.Nay, after open Con- 
* fefſion, and publick Repentance, the Per- 
„ ſon may be ſtill in a ſtate Reprobation. 
Judas he repented ; nay, his Contrition 
* and Conviction, his Senſe, Sight and Sorrow 
for his Sin, was ſo great and ſtrong, that 
he publickly confeſt he had ſinned in be- 
* traying the Innocent Blood. But for 
« all theſe Marks, ſays he, I believe the 
«© they will not take him to be one of the 
„number, who ſhall be faved ; and yet his 
Title to it, by all their Symptoms, is as fair 
<< as any they can make. But beſides him, 
l doubt not (ſays he) there are thouſands 
have had ſtrong Convictions, and horrible 
« Agonies of Mind, from the frightful Ap- 
* prehenſions of Hell and Damnation. 
an — I do not queſtion, but they may 
have ſeriouſly repented. and made ſome 
«© Attempts towards Amendment and Refor- 
6 mation in their Lives; who nevertheleſs, 
« as St. Peter ſays, * after they have eſcaped 
* the Pollutions of this World, through the 
* knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, after 
they have known the way of Righteouſneſs, 
* and taſted of the Powers of the World to 
© come, have returned with the Dog to his vo- 
«<< mit again,. which Place will in a moment 
« blow up this curious train of Imaginations; 
that Repentance and Contrition are infallible 


* * 2 Pet. Ii, 20, 2I, 28. 
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ſibility 
« bh | of Grace. + . 
© The i in this Aſſurance of their bei 
« the choſen and Lag of "God. they pole 
«< the greateſt inward Peace and — — 
cc ble—— Yet, hereby, poor Souls 1 
6 (to uſe their own word) they are in the great- 
« eſt Danger of deſtroying themſelves and 
« miſling eternal Salvation; to which cer- 
c tainly nothi a cpa. more than an 
6 — 2 ce and e W 


Conſilia Separationis (/ays St. Auguſtin againſt 
| worm wh) inania ſunt & — 32 
perturbant infirmos bonos, quam corrigant ants, 
moſo i malos, | 
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